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Hyrniewicz 
Park 
redesign 
concepts 
getting more 


PUBLIC SAFETY 
Spotlight on: Colin Morse, 


Firefighter/Paramedic 


‘OK, this is cool. This is 
what | want to do’ 


helmets as a little kid.” 

Now, Morse—a Monson na- 
tive—works for the Monson Fire 
Department and he attributes his 
lifelong goal of working in emer- 
gency services to the way he was 
raised by his mother. 

“She would always do charity 
events anytime anyone needed help. 


tweaks fied = SE 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


PALMER - If there is one thing 
to take from the recent public hear- 
ing on Hyrniewicz Park, the rede- 
sign process of the project is being 
taken very seriously. 

With the assistance and guid- 
ance of Berkshire Design Group 
Principal Carlos Nieto, three con- 
cepts of the park were introduced 
to the residents on June 30. In the 
first concept, Nieto said the current 
structure of the park would remain 
the status quo. 

“We have kept this circulation 
very similar to what it is right now, 
meaning we still have the classical 
center in a place where you have 
your monument and paths that are 
going to it, but what we’ve added 
here is a path or a sidewalk that goes 
all the way around,” Nieto said. 

“T look at circulation, that’s 
kind of the bones of the park. So, 
the way you walk around the park is 
going to establish how we are orga- 
nizing these spaces.” 

In the first concept, Nieto also 
brought the playground closer to the 
gazebo and discussed the possibility 
of a skate park being added to the 
overall area. 

In the second concept, the in- 
side of the park has been altered. 

“In this one in particular, what 
we’ve done is we’ve created earth- 
worms,” 
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Turley Publication photos by Michel Harrison 


Katie Olszta, former Brimfield police officer Ryan Olszta’s sister, talks to a resident who showed up for the 
first day of a petition drive to recall Brimfield Select Board Chair Suzanne Collins. 


Recall petition drive against 
selectwoman picks up steam 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


BRIMFIELD — Ryan Olszta 
may or may not ever be reinstat- 
ed as a town police officer, but his 
supporters aren’t taking no for an 
answer. 

Nearly a month ago, Olszta 
was the only one of nine Brim- 
field police officers not given a 
new contract despite a recommen- 
dation by Chief Charlie Kuss that 


all of them be retained. 

A motion to reinstate Olszta 
at Monday night’s select board 
meeting was stalled on a 2-2 vote 
with one member, who voted 
against the now-former officer on 
June 28, absent from the meeting 
after trying to resign last week — 
though he apparently is still tech- 
nically a selectman. 

Before the meeting, some of 
Olszta’s supporters, led by his 
sister Katie Olszta, held a demon- 


stration as part of an effort to re- 
call select board Chair Suzanne 
Collins, one of the three who vot- 
ed against retaining Ryan Olszta 
last month. Collins and Martin 
Kelly voted to deny the motion 
for his reinstatement while Se- 
lectmen Mike Doyle and Paul 
McCarthy voted to retain Olszta. 

The recall drive got under- 
way July 14 when Katie Olszta 
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Courtesy photo 
Colin Morse came back home to 
Monson to serve the community not 
just as a firefighter and paramedic, 
but also as someone who just cares 
about his town. 


Editor’s note: The Monson Fire 
Department’s station house was 
built in 1978 and now an audit is 
underway to help determine a plan 
for bringing the facility up to mod- 
ern standards. This is the second in- 
stallment of a periodic series on the 
MFD and its personnel. 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


MONSON — Since he was a 
child, Firefighter/Paramedic Colin 
Morse always knew he wanted to 
work in emergency services. 

“That was constant from the 
time I was in preschool,’ Morse 
said. 

“There’s pictures of me in po- 
lice officer outfits and firefighter 


She was all for it,’ he said. 

“She was always involved in 
the community. Anytime a family 
fell on hard times, she would do a 
charity event for them...growing up 
having that as my role model is re- 
ally where that started to develop.” 

Morse grew up in Monson un- 
til seventh grade, at which point he 
moved to Wilbraham and attended 
Minnechaug and then Westfield 
State University, where he received 
a Criminal Justice degree with a mi- 
nor in Psychology. 

Morse has been with the Mon- 
son Fire Department for three years, 
where he started as a call/volunteer 
member, and then transitioned to a 
Firefighter/EMT, and finally a Fire- 
fighter/Paramedic. Morse said part 
of the reason why he felt drawn 
back to his hometown was the op- 
portunity to serve even when it’s not 
responding to an emergency. 

“Working in Monson is chal- 
lenging and rewarding at the same 
time,” he said. 

“You have to be a jack of all 
trades,’ Morse said, adding that 
there is a lot of “community in- 
volvement” when working in a 
town such as Monson. 

“You might show up to help 
install smoke alarms for someone 
because they have issues getting up 
on a ladder...during the winter, you 
might shovel paths in driveways and 
put salt down. You really have to be 
involved in the community. “I’m 
more than just a Firefighter/Para- 
medic. I’m a community servant, 
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Volunteers help local seniors who 
want to ‘age in place 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


HOLLAND -— It all started 
with the book. 

First Robin Cournoyer read it. 
Then she turned Linda Racine on 
to it. Before long, the two spear- 
headed a project with the Holland 
Community/Senior Center that 
connects elderly residents who 
live alone with volunteers who 
help with everyday chores young- 
er or more able folks may take for 
granted. 

Just as important, the volun- 
teers help local seniors from suf- 
fering the crippling effects of iso- 
lation. 

The book is “Alone and Invisi- 
ble No More” by Dr. Alan Teel and 
the project is Holland Helpers, the 
center’s latest outreach. 

“IT was speaking with a nurse 
who does consulting work and is a 
health advocate for seniors,” Cour- 
noyer, 62, an Occupation Nursing 
professor at Goodwin University, 
said. 

“She told me about the book 
and felt I would be interested in 
reading it.” 

Cournoyer shared it with ob- 
vious intent. Racine, 72, chairs the 
town’s Council on Aging. 

“Seniors need help as they age 
and can no longer do the things 
they used to do for themselves,” 
Racine, a retired IT business appli- 
cations developer, said. 

“T liked the aspect of seniors 
helping each other as well as be- 
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ing helped. It gives them a sense 
of purpose and fosters new friend- 
ships.” 

For decades, the trend in the 
U.S. was for older residents, espe- 
cially those living alone, to tran- 
sition from their longtime home 
to assisted living facilities — and 
for many, whether they wanted to 
or not. Now, the idea of “aging in 
place” is growing in popularity. 
Sometimes, it just takes a helping 
hand. 


Courtesy photo 
A new volunteer program called Holland Helpers at the Holland Commu- 
nity/Senior Center is helping seniors who need some assistance “age in 
place.” Shown here (from left) are: Charlotte McIntyre, Robin Wilson, Out- 
reach and Community Center Director Brenda Palmer, Council on Aging 
Chair Linda Racine, Robin Cournoyer, Donna Allard, and Suanne Hilbert. 


Working with the premise 
Holland “has always been a sup- 
portive community where neigh- 
bors are always willing to help 
each other,’ Holland Senior Center 
and Outreach Coordinator Brenda 
Palmer was all-in on creating a vol- 
unteer-based program that makes it 
easier for local seniors in need to 
age in place. 

After the last Holland Helpers 
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Special election on hold after 


technicality cited 
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Courtesy photo 


Supporters of former police officer Ryan Olszta gathered outside prior to Monday’s Brimfield Select Board meeting 
to protest the board’s 3-2 vote against retaining him while also soliciting signatures for a recall petition calling for 
a vote to remove Select Board Chair Suzanne Collins. 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


BRIMFIELD — Residents 
hoping a date would be set Monday 
night for a special election to fill a 
seat on the town’s select board were 
quickly disappointed. 

Earlier this month, on July 6, 
Pat Leaming announced his resig- 
nation from the board via a letter 
he sent to board Chair Suzanne 
Collins. He was not present at that 
meeting. Monday night, the public 
was told Leaming remains a mem- 
ber of the select board because he 


needs to inform Town Clerk Debra 
Fagerstrom if he wishes to resign. 

Several residents questioned 
the process and asked what options 
the town has if Leaming does not 
contact Fagerstrom and re-state his 
resignation. Essentially none, they 
were told. 

“An act of Congress wouldn’t 
change anything,” Fagerstrom said. 

Leaming, who served previ- 
ous terms on the select board but 
had been out of office, was elected 
in the most recent town election, 
meaning there is nearly three years 
left on his term. As of Tuesday af- 


ternoon, Fagerstrom had not heard 
from Leaming, she said. 

Residents could file a recall 
vote petition like one did last week 
in an attempt to remove Collins. 
That petition has nearly half the sig- 
natures needed to set a recall refer- 
endum in motion. 

In the announcement from 
Leaming that Collins read aloud 
July 6, he cited backlash on social 
media and other reaction to his role 
in the board voting 3-2 the prior 
week not to retain popular police 
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CHARLENE 


A rescue who came all the way from Texas last 
year, Charlene, a 1-year-old Jack-Chi, is a friendly 
gal. “She loves walks and meeting new friends at the 
Dog Park in Ware!” Sheri Bernal says. 

Do you have a pet that makes your life special 
(not limited to dogs and cats!)? We feature your pets 
every week here and on Facebook. Just email a 
high-quality jpg and some information, including your 
pet’s name, your name, and town, to mharrison@ 
turley.com. 


Annual August tradition returns 


MONSON — The Keep Homestead Museum, lo- 
cated at 35 Ely Road, Monson, is excited to present a 
free concert at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 1, featuring the 
popular group Livestock. 

The group uses traditional bluegrass instrumenta- 
tion to interpret a somewhat wider musical collection, 
reaching out into blues, folk, country, and rock ‘n roll 
for their confirmed label of Bluegrass and Americana. 

The concert will be held on the lawn and is the first 
public program at the Keep Homestead Museum since 
the pandemic began. In case of rain, it will be held in 
the barn. 

Refreshments will not be served, but you are 
welcome to bring your own. Water will be available. 
Attendees are encouraged to bring a lawn chair or a 
blanket. Social distancing is appreciated. There is no 
admission fee, but donations are welcome. 
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Rosalie J. Lopes recently retired as treasurer, clerk, and accountant for the 
Bondsville Fire and Water District after 34 years of service to the residents of 
Bondsville. Her retirement was effective June 29. Shown here with Lopes are 
State Rep. Todd Smola and State Sen. Anne Gobi, who presented Lopes with 


citations honoring her for her service. 
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Courtesy Photo 


Here's the scoop: Free ice 
cream at First American 


First American Insurance Agency, 
an independent insurance firm, is cele- 
brating its first anniversary in the Brim- 
field area by hosting a client apprecia- 
tion event noon to 3 p.m. on July 27. 

Clients and non-clients alike can 
enjoy free ice cream*, chat with the 
staff, and enter to win Woosox tickets. 

“We appreciate Brimfield and the 
surrounding areas, tight-knit commu- 
nity,” agency President Corey Murphy 
said. 

“As a small business, we are grate- 
ful for their continued support over 
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the last year. We are a dedicated team, 
whether that is through servicing our 
client’s policy or volunteering in our 
community,. We look forward to many 
years in the Brimfield area.” 

Founded in 1986 in Chicopee, First 
American Insurance Agency has been 
serving local communities for 35-years. 
The newest branch located at 30 Stur- 
bridge Road in Brimfield was the result 
of an acquisition last year. 

*Ice cream available while sup- 
plies last 
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Palmer resident charged 
with rape in N.Y. 


New York State Police arrested a 
Palmer man last week authorities say is 
a suspect in the abduction and sexual as- 
sault of a woman in Beekmantown, N.Y. 

According to a news release from 
the New York State Police, 

on July 16, 31-year-old Michael A. 
Ramos-Perez of Palmer was arrested and 
charged with the alleged forcible raped 
of the victim at around 6:15 p.m. the day 
before. Police say the victim was walk- 
ing when she was forced into a van. The 
victim was then driven a short distance, 
forcibly raped, and released. 

Ramos-Perez was charged with 
Rape first degree, Kidnapping second 
degree, Criminal Mischief fourth degree, 


and two counts of Criminal Sexual Act 
first degree. He was arraigned in the 
Town of Beekmantown Court and re- 
manded to the Clinton County Jail in lieu 
of $65,000 cash bail, or $175,000 bond. 

At press time, Ramos-Perez re- 
mained in custody. 

State Police were assisted in this in- 
vestigation by the Clinton County Sher- 
iff’s Office, Clinton County District At- 
torney’s Office, Plattsburgh City Police 
Department, Drug Enforcement Admin- 
istration’s Plattsburgh Regional Office, 
United States Border Patrol, New York 
State Intelligence Center, and the North 
Country Crime Analysis Center. 


Major milestones for 
Atlas the ailing kitty 


BRIMFIELD — If 
you follow Here Today, 
Adopted Tomorrow Ani- 
mal Sanctuary, on Face- 
book, you’ve probably 
heard of Atlas, the lap-lov- 
ing tabby who can’t seem 
to catch a break — until 
now! 

Last month, Atlas 
went to the veterinary clin- 
ic at Tufts University for 
a special eye surgery. The 
surgery was to correct en- 
tropion, a condition which 
causes the eyelashes to 
point inwards, creating ul- 
cers. 

The poor boy was so 
swollen, he couldn’t open 
his eyes. 

Thanks to generous 
support from the commu- 
nity, the monthly donors in 
the Here Today Club, and a 
$1,000 grant from MVMA 
Charities, Atlas received 
his surgery and is recover- 
ing well in the shelter. 

Just a few days after the procedure, 
his swelling had reduced and he was able 
to open his eyes for the first time ever. 

“We are so proud of Atlas and all of 
the progress he has made,” HTAT said in 
a statement. 

“This boy is the definition of a 
trooper. Despite painful facial swell- 
ing and a slow-healing belly wound, 
he never hisses, bites or scratches (and 


DEADLINE 


The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline for public submissions to 
Mondays. To get your submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor at 
mharrison@turley.com or call the office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. 
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 


Thanks to the community’s support, Atlas the kitty in 
the care of Here Today, Adopted Tomorrow Animal Sanc- 
tuary had much-needed surgery and now can open his 
eyes and see. 


we wouldn’t blame him if he did)! All 
he wants is to snuggle up with a human 
who will scratch his chin, cheeks, and 
ears. Atlas’ recovery is far from over, but 
once he’s healed and ready for adoption, 
he’s sure to make his future family very 
happy.” 

HTAT has reopened for in-person 
visits and adoptions. To inquire about 
Atlas, learn more about the sanctuary 
and adoption facility, go to heretoday- 
sanctuary.org or visit them on Facebook. 


Looking to Sell or Buy? 


YOUR DREAM HOME AWAITS... 
LET’S CHAT! 


Tammy Sandomierski (413) 374-7624 


Tammy Sandomierski - 
Western Massachusetts REALTOR® 


Tammy is a full-time Real Estate Agent that is 
part of a nationally awarded team. She is the 

2020 Realtor Association of Pioneer Valley Rising 
Star award recipient. With 25 years of service 
industry experience, Tammy has the expertise and 
outstanding communication skills that are critical 
in today’s market. 


GET AN INSTANT PROPERTY VALUE NOW AT: 


ABrarda Cuoco 
| 


www.wmasshomebuyer.com 


149 EAST ST., WARE 
h 413-967-7950 4 


WWW .JANINESFROSTEE.COM 
INFO@JANINESFROSTEE.COM 


WORTH THE DRIVE FROM ANYWHERE 


413-374-7624 


Be Real Estate Brokerage ihacinieinianpaeea lipase cities 


‘$500 OFF CLOSING COSTS: 


1 Upon LISTING your home with Brenda Cuoco & Associates 


; PRESENT THIS COUPON AND RECEIVE $500 OFF YOUR CLOSING COSTS. ONE COUPON PER TRANSACTION. NO CASH VALUE. 
MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF LISTING (NO EXCEPTIONS. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. EXPIRES 12/31/21. 


The Journal Register 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


Turley Publications File Photo 
On June 30, three concepts of the redesign of 
Hyrniewicz Park were introduced to residents of 
Palmer and surrounding villages. Now one of those 
plans is being tweaked before it’s revealed to the 
public. 


PARK | from page 1 


Nieto said. “When I say ‘earthworms,’ I mean 
mounds. In here, we are thinking that the playground 
equipment could be done by moving dirt around and 
then having a play surface on top of that.” 

As for the third concept, Nieto introduced a 
green triangle into the park. 

“We still understood that the parking was im- 
portant, so we kept as much of the parking around, 
(but) we did have to eliminate some of it,’ Nieto said. 

“It’s a constant issue that could be improved by 
having some traffic calming features in there. If we 
are moving and pushing ourselves out of the park, 
we should be looking into how we bring people in 
there and how we’ve managed some of that traffic.” 

Since the meeting, Director of the Community 
Development Sarah Szczebak said none of the de- 
signs are set in stone. 

“We are working on a modified version of one 
of the concepts that has some elements from one of 
the other concepts,” Szczebak said. 

“We'll work out the details with the committee 
made of local residents who are going to figure out 
how to incorporate all of the public feedback into the 
final design.” 

To provide input on what you would like to see 
in the refurbished park or if you have questions, call 
the Community Development Office at 413-283- 
2614. 


Corrections 


The Journal Register will gladly correct factual errors that ap- 
pear in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always appear on 
Page 2 or 3. To request a correction, send information to Editor at 
mharrison @turley.com, or call 283-8393, extension 236. Corrections 
may also be requested in writing at: Journal Register, Attn: Editor 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA, 01069. 
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There’s magic in the air 
at Hitchcock Academy 


The Tommy James 
Magic Show premiers 
on the Hitchcock Acad- 
emy lawn in Brimfield 
at 4 p.m. Monday, July 
26. 

Master magician 
Tommy James brings a 
show that combines a 
special blend of magic, 
comedy, wonder, and 
surprise for kids of all 
ages. Awarded the 2010 
International Family 
Performer of the year 
award, Tommy James 
along with his “mag- 
ical” bunny, Miracle, 
promises to put on a 
roller coaster ride of a 
show. 

James began en- 
tertaining at the age of 
14, when he performed 
for his grandmother’s 
Grange group; from 
there he branched out to 4-H clubs, 
schools, and local civic organizations. 
Over the next 30 years his reputation 
expanded and today he is recognized as 
one of the premier kids show magicians 
in the world. The Tommy James Magic 
Show promises to be a summer highlight 
for the whole family. 

Tickets for this event are $15 each 
($10 for a fourth ticket and up if order- 
ing more than three) and are available at 
hitchcockacademy.org when you click 
on the Summer Programs link. If the 
weather does not cooperate the show 
will be moved inside to the upper audi- 
torium. 


Even more to do 

Hitchcock Academy is pleased to 
announce a partnership with ART-ven- 
tures to present kid’s summer art pro- 
gramming. With a dash of whimsy and 
a dollop of fun, ART-ventures program- 
ming provides talented instructors to 
encourage children to explore art while 
fostering their creativity through expo- 
sure to a variety of tools, techniques, 
and materials. Each program session in- 
cludes T-shirt creations and two or three 
awesome works of art each day. 

Program sessions run Monday 
through Friday the first three weeks of 
August from 9 a.m.-noon with each 
week having its own theme. For more 
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From a magic show to concerts, outdoor movies after dark 
and more, Hitchcock Free Academy has a variety of fami- 
ly-friendly activities and events. 


information and to register for one week, 
two weeks or all three weeks, head to 
hitchcockacademy.org. 

On Saturday, July 31, find out why, 
“Goonies never say die,” when you fol- 
low Chunk and his friends as they hunt 
for the pirate treasure that will save their 
neighborhood. “The Goonies” debuts 
on Hitchcock Academy’s big outdoor 
screen as part of the HFA Midsummer 
Nights Free Movies on the Lawn. “The 
Goonies” shows at dusk, but moviegoers 
are encouraged to come early to pick a 
prime lawn spot and pass the time by 
playing games provided by Hitchcock or 
brought from home. 

This fan-favorite movie is free of 
charge thanks to the Oscar Sponsorship 
of First American Insurance Agency and 
the Golden Globe sponsorship of Viant. 

Music lovers can delight in the mag- 
ic spell cast by great music on Wednes- 
days July 28, Aug. 4, Aug. 18, and Aug. 
25 at 6 p.m. on the Brimfield Common. 
The summer series features a variety of 
genres from local favorite bands: Time 
Stretchers, Radio Ranch (sponsored by 
the Monson Lions Club), Frozen Red 
and The James Paul Band. 

This summer Brimfield is a small 
town with big community happenings 
as Hitchcock Free Academy continues 
to work to provide activities to foster a 
spirit of joy. 


Monson grad selected for 


Garden Club award 


Class of 2021 Monson 
High School graduate 
Olivia Colling is the 
recipient of Monson 
Garden Club’s schol- 
arship this year. 

She was chosen 
based on academic 
achievements along 
with the personal 
qualities of citizen- 
ship and leadership. 
She received $500 to 
help continue with her 
education in the field 
of biology at Wheaton 
College in Norton. 
Since 1991 the club 
has awarded $26,750 
in scholarships to 51 
local students. 


HELP WANTED 


HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


The Town of Brookfield Highway Department seeks an Administrative Assistant (24 hours/ 
week).The administrative assistant performs highly skilled administrative and clerical duties to 


coordinate the administrative activities of the department in an effective and efficient manner. 


Editor 
Michael Harrison 
mharrison@turley.com 


Staff Writer 
Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


Subscriptions 
cgriswold@turley.com 
required. 
$35 per year pre-paid 
($40 out of state) 
Newsstand: $1.00 per copy sas 
responsibilities. 


WEB We offer competitive wages and benefits. 


www. journalregister.turley.com 


Ei @ The Journal Register 


The Journal Register is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. ¢ www.turley.com 


Position requires excellent communication skills both oral and written. Must be able to deal 
tactfully, courteously and professionally with residents, town officials, industry professionals and 
highway department personnel. The ability to multi task while remaining organized and detail 


oriented is very important. Must have working knowledge of Open Meeting Law, Public Records 
Law, State Ethics Law and Public Procurement Laws. 


High school diploma and 3-5 years of relevant office administration in a municipal setting are 


Please see job description (available on www.brookfieldma.us) for a list of qualifications and 


Submit cover letter and resume to the Brookfield Highway Department, 56 Mill St. 
Brookfield, MA 01506 no later than July 30, 2021. EEO Employer 
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Victor Henney, 15, of Palmer, is a video game developer. 


Young entrepreneur turned 
his gaming into a business 


By Diane Kane 


PALMER — The next generation 
of young businesspeople are living and 
growing in South Quabbin. 

Victor Henney, 15, is a fully re- 
mote student attending Palmer High 
School. He is the developer of Battle 
Chicken, an online platform where he 
makes video games. 

“My first attempt at a mobile game 
with the goal of making a profit was 
‘A Snail In A Pipe, an arcade-style 
game,” Henney said. 

“The goal of the game was to con- 
trol a snail sliding around a spiral tube 
collecting goldfish while avoiding ran- 
dom walls.” 

Henney has been making games 
for a few years now. He receives a lot 
of support from his family. 

“My father and uncle have encour- 
aged me to learn computer program- 
ming for many years,” he said. “But 
only recently, I decided to try to mon- 
etize them.” 

Henney learned to make games 
from watching YouTube tutorials and 
various other tutorials across the inter- 
net. 

“T used an app called Solo Learn 
to learn code using the programming 
language C#. My friend Joe drew the 
logo for the business and draws sprites 
for the games.” 

Henney says the best part of run- 
ning his own operation is the freedom. 

“I can work on any game I want. 
Nobody is dictating my schedule or 
telling me what game I have to work 
on.” 

But Henney admits making money 
is fairly difficult. 

“Not many people are willing 
to pay for a mobile game, especially 
from a developer they have never seen 
before. As a result of this, I use incen- 
tivized advertising. This is a form of 
advertising where instead of frequently 
displaying ads, the user gets rewarded 
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for watching them. This can take the 
form of additional life or in-game cur- 
rency.” 

Henney has a couple of new games 
in the works, and they will launch on 
the site soon. 

“One of these games is ‘Cocka- 
doodle Boom,’ a puzzle game where 
you strap explosives to a chicken and 
launch it to its nest.” 

Henny relies primarily on word of 
mouth from my family and friends. 

“[ have begun promoting my 
games on Youtube through the use of 
Dev Logs (a video showing progress 
on the creation of a project) and Ins- 
tagram.” 

Henney is saving up the money to 
add online multiplayer to some of his 
existing games and pay for the licens- 
es to publish to other platforms (IOS, 
Nintendo Switch, Steam, etc.). 

“When I’m older, I would like to 
work for Ubisoft, an awesome com- 
pany known for making large-scale 
games like ‘Tom Clancy’s Rainbow Six 
Siege’ and ‘Assassins Creed.’” 

The teen says he likes living in 
Palmer. 

“It is very clean and has a nice lay- 
out,” he said. 

“But, beyond the visual appeal, 
I’m disappointed that robotics has been 
removed from our school. I was able to 
take the robotics course my freshman 
year.” 

He said he hopes it will be offered 
again and would like to take other 
computer science-based classes in the 
future. 

So, what’s next in the immediate 
future? 

“Battle Chicken’ will continue to 
make awesome games,” Henney said, 
“but in the meantime, go download A 
Snail In A Pipe from the Google Play 
store!” 

Diane Kane is a freelance writer 
from Phillipston. She writes articles, 
short stories, and children’s books. 
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Weathering 
those whacky 
atmospheric 
conditions 


sually, in New England, as the adage 
states, “If we wait a minute the weather 


will change.” 
However, 
rainfall, that hasn’t happened. 


While hip-booting through pooling pud- 
dles recently, the thought drizzled through my 


mind, to dive into discover- 
ing more about the meteo- 
rological conditions. 

Did you know that 
the atmospheric conditions 
have global, national and 
local definitions? Surpris- 
ingly the categories are: the 
air surrounding our planet 
Earth, our national and/or 
local air, and — remarkably 
— the influences in our per- 
sonal environment. While 


3 ¢, 


COOMBS 


clarifying those weather types and making a 
down-to-earth lightning-bolt connection with 
our recent, record-breaking rainfall, and thun- 
der storms, perhaps there are true-to-life expe- 
riences in our home fronts that boom with the 


exceptional and the unexpected? 


Using weather terms, are there occasional 
anomalies that not only occur within the outer 
atmospheric places, but also happen within our 


personal spaces? 


It’s most amusing to consider climate 


with July’s record-breaking 


GUEST. 
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BEEN HAVING 
PROBLEMS WITH 


Summer pruning questions 


answers 


isa, who gardens in Ware, wanted 
to know how to prune her rugosa 
roses so that they look their best. 


“T loved these roses the first year and the 
second year they looked pretty 


hedge shears this summer, pick up a pair 
of hand clippers instead. Grab a section 
of new growth in one hand, with the oth- 
er hand use the clippers to glide along the 

branch well within the shrub to 


good too, but now, in year three, 
the roses have lots of dark, old 
wood with sparse growth.Do 
you have any suggestions as 
to how to make the plant look 
youthful again?” 

Experts say that besides 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


a cross piece, then make your 
cut. If you need to “look” the 
first few times, then do so, but 
this action will become quite 
natural after awhile. Your goal 
is to make “windows” for 
light to penetrate the inside of 


Letters to the Editor 


We all should share tax burden 


The bipartisan infrastructure package looks like it 
may go ahead. The issue is how to fund it. 

The Republicans want to use user fees which is 
a higher gas tax and tolls on roads which will burden 
common folk. The Democrats want to tax the rich 
which is fair but difficult to do. 

The mega-rich have skipped federal tax for some 
time. Ronald Reagan started the great expansion of in- 
equality by separating capital gains and dividends from 
ordinary income with a lower tax rate. George W. Bush 
gave two additional tax cuts for the wealthy. Trump 
gave them another tax cut in 2017. The rich have funded 
many Republican campaigns to achieve this. They do it 
by not declaring any salary or wages. There is nothing 
to put on line 7 of the 1040 form. 

Instead they “borrow” against their vast holdings. 
There is no tax on loans. Warren Buffet paid ten cents 
on each $100 he added to his wealth. That is a rate of 
.001%. Elon Musk of Tesla paid nothing at all in 2018. 
Michael Bloomberg, Jeff Bezos, and 25 of America’s 
richest individuals saw their wealth increase by $401 
billion from 2014 to 2018 while they paid a true rate 
of 3.4%. 

Better funding of the IRS to crack down on “tax 
cheats” will not change this because the mega-rich are 
not “cheats.” They are following the rules that they paid 
to have enacted. 

The only way to make them contribute financially 
is a “wealth tax” as suggested by Elizabeth Warren. If 
they paid 4% on total wealth over say $100 million and 
5% on wealth of $1 billion, that would fund the infra- 
structure proposal. They would never miss it. Bezos is 
reportedly worth $196 billion. If he paid 5% on 195 of 
those billions ($9.750 billion) he would have plenty left 
for a new yacht. Incidentally yachts, are sales tax-free 
in several states. They say this is not a giveaway to the 
rich because poor people are just as welcome to buy a 
$20 million yacht and enjoy not paying sales tax. 


changes within household walls. These terms 
can apply to all ages and even to our four-foot- 
ed friends. Maybe most of us can fit any of 
these, or all of life’s atmospheric conditions, 


cutting away unwanted suckers, 
little pruning is necessary on 
Rugosa roses other than to re- 


web rs) 
Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 


the bush. Evenly space these 
deep cuts along the top, sides 
and end of your hedge. Next 


enough money. 


It’s amazing what benefits you can buy if you have 


The super rich owe us. Our tax money has created 


under our weather-worn umbrellas? 


Think about a few weather terms and 
compare them to your personal spaces. (And, 
if you find similarities, you’re permitted to 
chuckle and giggle.) Warm front. Cold fronts. 
Fast freeze. Fog. Hail. Mist. Microburst. Storm 


surge. Turbulence. Twilight. Wind shears. 


There are times when having our own, 
compact atmospheric, weather-predicting ra- 
dar screen would be incredibly helpful. That 
small instrument could show and perhaps even 
predict any occurring instability in the atmo- 


sphere. 


While driving through the northern area of 
New England and seeing an Arora borealis dis- 
play in the night sky is akin to a painter’s pallet 
splashing a celestial constellation. Pertaining 
to local open-air atmospheric preferences: any 
sunrise, sunset, or twilight time is a Mater’s 


Piece painted for all to enjoy. 


Another favorite weather phenomenon is 
produced when the sun shines through clear 
water droplets projecting a radiant range of 
color. And, as in Noah’s Ark days, after the 
rain, there was a brilliant rainbow- a promise 
of hope to all God’s creatures. Even for our to- 
days, the rainbow is a sign of hope for all while 


weathering all atmosphere conditions. 


HISTORY MATTERS 


History Matters is a biweekly feature courtesy 
of The Grateful American Book Prize, which is 
given to children’s books that emphasize the 
importance of American history.A biweekly 


feature courtesy of 


July 16 to July 31 


move deadwood in spring. But 
in my opinion, and apparently 
yours too, older stems give the shrub a 
coarse look. To encourage new growth 
simply cut away the oldest canes just 
above ground level. Some people like 
the look of new growth so much that in 
late winter entire plants are cut to with- 
in inches of the ground. New buds will 
break, and fresh young bushes will grow 
up and flower as usual. 

One can’t think of a rose without 
considering the thorn factor. Yes, rugosas 
are especially thorny. People often plant 
them to keep animals or other unwanted 
guests out of areas of their yard. Taller 
varieties are especially effective when 
planted under birdfeeders. Birds have a 
place to hide while they dine where pred- 
ators can’t reach them. 

A reader from Palmer wrote in with 
this question: “I have a hedge of yews 
that I shear with electric clippers each 
August. The shrubs look good from a 
distance, but up close it’s a different sto- 
ry. It seems that there is dense growth 
on the outer couple of inches only, not 
much at all within the plants. I want to 
reduce the height and width of the hedge. 
Is there any way to do it without reveal- 
ing all of that dead growth at once or is it 
unavoidable?” 

Great question, since many folks 
will be pruning their hedges over the next 
few weeks. I would recommend reduc- 
ing the size of your yews gradually over 
a couple of years, that way you’ll avoid 
them looking really bad for the remain- 
der of the summer and then some. Here’s 
how to do it: Rather than using your 


year do the same. By the third 
or fourth year, you will have 
enough new growth coming from within 
the plant to finally reduce it down to the 
size you wish without having to endure 
an ugly phase. 

A gardener from Monson loves but- 
terfly bush. “Do you have any advice on 
how to prune this beautiful shrub so that 
I will be guaranteed flowers year after 
year?” 

Sure, butterfly bush (Buddleia davi- 
dii) is easy to please as long as you bear 
in mind that it blooms on the current 
season’s growth. For that reason, prune 
it just after it comes out of winter dor- 
mancy, as soon as you see buds begin 
to break along the stem. A hard pruning 
generally results in larger flowers. After 
a mild winter, your six-foot tall butter- 
fly bush may break bud at four feet. If 
you cut off the winter kill but leave it at 
four feet, you'll likely have fewer flow- 
ers than if you reduced it to 18inches 
or so. You will reinvigorate the plant by 
cutting it back hard. It will make up the 
lost height in no time with new, healthy 
growth capable of producing numerous 
flowers. Calling all butterflies! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
ject line. 


the opportunities that allowed them to amass such great 
wealth. The current extreme inequality makes our coun- 
try less stable and weaker. Too many are homeless and 
hungry, especially children. 
That does not make a nation strong. 
Malita Brown 
Wilbraham 


Shame on the ‘undeserving’ 


I saw in the July 8 edition that Monson is now eli- 
gible for $1.7M in COVID-19 relief funding. 

At first I thought that it was a great move for the 
town and then I had to laugh. The committee that has 
decided upon this have, obviously, not done their home- 
work. How do you grant such a large sum of funds to 
a town that was consistently in the red zone throughout 
the entire height of the pandemic? Calling it relief or 
not is not the question, but how? During that time there 
were way too many people who, including elected town 
officials, refused to wear masks. Now those same peo- 
ple are going to, or at least try, to reap the benefits of 
those who did adhere to the safety precautions that were 
set into place. 

It’s a real shame that we can not single out those 
exact people, but we know who you are, so that you 
in no way receive any funds from the so-called relief. 
And if you do, look next door to that neighbor who you 
made fun of for wearing a mask and thank them, be- 
cause you are undeserving. 

The entire amount, no matter what it is, should go 
to the shops and restaurants of the town that enforced 
the guidelines and stayed vigilant to ensure the safety 
of the people who visited those establishments. This 
is not a per-person gift. It goes to: Woodbine, Adam’s, 
Monson Pizza, The Tavern, Walgreens...and to their 
employees who had to, and with a smile, endure the 
likes of the undeserving. 

Joseph Naughton 
Monson 


By John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith 


n July 17, 1975, a coterie of astronauts and 
O cosmonauts rendezvoused in the stars. 
According to some, America and the 
Soviet Union had a “heavenly embrace” moment, 
for the first time since Apollo 18, and Soyuz 19 an- 
chored in orbit. Their commanders, Aleksei Leonov 
and Thomas P. Stafford, greeted each other amiably, 
and dedicated two days of experimenting with in- 
space rescue missions for contingency reasons. 

“Back on Earth, United Nations Secretary 
General Kurt Waldheim congratulated the two su- 
perpowers for the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project and 
praised their unprecedented spirit of cooperation 
and peace in planning and executing the mission,” 
according to History.com. 

Within 16 years, however, Russia’s powerful 
hold over its Eastern Bloc Republics fizzled; the 
Berlin Wall broke, and the Cold War went up in 
smoke. 

For more information, the Grateful American 
Book Prize recommends “Saving Freedom: Tru- 
man, the Cold War, and the Fight for Western Civili- 
zation” by Joe Scarborough. 

Jack London 

If the timing had been different, Jack London 
could have been a candidate for the Grateful Ameri- 
can Book Prize, but he was born too early: San Fran- 
cisco, 1876. 

On July 25, 1897, at the age of 21, he sailed 
to Canada’s Klondike territories during the apex of 
their Gold Rush flush, but instead of sweeping for 
a fabulous fortune, London perused the land, its in- 
digenous people, and pondered the plethora of pig- 
gish prospectors who grabbed for gold. 

London’s adventures surfaced in the form of a 
successful debut short story collection called “The 
Son of the Wolf: Tales of the Far North.” 

Three years later, “The Call of the Wild,” a sto- 
ry of an abducted dog, was released, and became 
a bestseller, that permanently pivoted the author’s 
profile of prestige from evanescent to evergreen. 
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COMMENTS ON CONGRESS 


The Fight Over Voting Rights 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


Call me naive, but I’ve nev- 
er quite gotten why some politi- 
cians want to limit voters’ ability 
to cast their ballots. Sure, I know 
that plenty of people like to flip 
the classic Clausewitz quote and 
say that politics is war by other 
means. All’s fair, etc., they insist. 
But the cornerstone of representa- 
tive democracy, the base on which 
everything else rests, is the peo- 
ple’s right to cast an informed vote 
to choose our leaders. There’s no 
argument about this: it’s just a 
basic right. Which means that the 
more Americans we hear from in 
the voting booth, the fairer and 
more representative the results. 
So, in my book, getting creative 
about restricting the ability to cast 
a ballot is pretty much an admis- 
sion that you can’t win in the mar- 
ketplace of ideas. 

Over the course of our his- 
tory, despite fits and starts, we’ve 
moved steadily toward expanding 
people’s ability to vote—from 
white men with property only, to 
allowing women, Black people, 
Native Americans, and people 18 
and older to cast ballots. Yet here 


we are in 2021, still in a pitched 
battle over this most basic of 
democratic rights—fought out 
this year in the state legislatures, 
Congress, and the courts, the same 
venues that have seen this issue 
for generations. 

And right now, it’s looking 
like as a nation we’re on a deter- 
mined march backward. Thanks to 
new legislation in Georgia, county 
elections officials—the backbone 
of our democracy—are being re- 
moved as new local and state laws 
take aim at elections administra- 
tion in a bid, bluntly put, to put 
people in authority who can tilt 
rules and regulations in their par- 
ty’s favor. Secretaries of state are 
losing their power as legislatures 
across the country move to shift 
power over the running of elec- 
tions to, well, themselves. This 
does not inspire confidence in the 
future of American democracy. 

Why? Because all these ma- 
neuvers take aim at the nitty-gritty 
details of running elections: vot- 
ing hours; the locations of pre- 
cincts and of ballot drop boxes; 
making it harder or easier for el- 
igible voters to register; what’s in 
voter notifications—and who gets 
them; how often to purge voter 


rolls (and of whom); the ability to 
certify elections. This is not about 
making voting fairer or easier 
for Americans. It’s about putting 
rules in place that make it harder. 
For a more-than-usually bold as- 
sertion of the partisan hue these 
moves take, you can look at Ari- 
zona: there, state legislators have 
introduced a bill that would take 
away authority from the secretary 
of state of the other party—until 
she leaves office, at which point 
the bill expires. 

Looking to the courts for help 
is dicey. The U.S. Supreme Court 
has just signaled its willingness 
to allow the core value embedded 
in the 1965 Voting Rights Act— 
that what happens on the ground 
matters, whatever the intent—to 
fall by the wayside. In its deci- 
sion, the Court essentially said 
that there’s no legal recourse if 
you can’t prove that a legislature 
acted with racist intent, regard- 
less of how things play out in real 
life. There are state courts pushing 
back against this direction—New 
Hampshire’s supreme court, for 
instance, just invalidated a law 
passed in 2017 because its impact 
fell unequally on voters. But that 
strikes me as a rearguard action. 


When I began in politics, I 
thought it would be easy to pro- 
tect the right to vote. I was dead 
wrong. One of my earliest votes in 
Congress was to support the 1965 
Voting Rights Act, clearly one 
of the most important pieces of 
legislation in our country’s histo- 
ry—and the one that the Supreme 
Court just undermined. I am con- 
stantly amazed at how much time, 
energy, and effort some people put 
into denying other people the right 
to vote. This is a battle, and those 
of us who believe that the health 
of our democracy rests on ensur- 
ing fair, equal, and unfettered ac- 
cess to the ballot box for all eligi- 
ble voters have our work cut out 
for us. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior ad- 
visor for the Indiana University 
Center on Representative Gov- 
ernment, a Distinguished Scholar 
at the IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International Stud- 
ies; and a Professor of Practice 
at the IU O’Neill School of Pub- 
lic and Environmental Affairs. He 
was a member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives for 34 years. 


Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in- 
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let- 
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol- 
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse- 
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413- 
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 
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Quabbin Community Band 
concert set for Sunday 


BARRE — The Quabbin Community Band will 
play at Nornay Park, Main Street, in South Barre 
Sunday, July 25 at 6 p.m. The public is invited to 
attend and enjoy this wonderful evening of music for 
free with donations graciously accepted. 

People may contact QCB music director and 
conductor Peter Lewis at pbl8772@ gmail.com with 
any questions regarding performances or joining the 
band. Concerts will continue to run each Sunday 
through and including Aug. 15. 


Turley Publication photos by Michel Harrison 
Resident Danielle Kinghorn signs a recall petition 
again Brimfield Select Board Chair Suzanne Collins 
last week. 


RECALL 1 from page 1 


brought the petition to the Brimfield Elementary 
School playground for an hour late that afternoon. 
At press time, less than a week since the drive began, 
she’s collected nearly half of the approximately 500 
signatures needed to force a recall vote. The effort 
also has some people who missed the last town elec- 
tion in which Pat Leaming — the selectman who an- 
nounced his resignation last week — and Kelly were 
elected — vowing not to miss another, especially if a 
vote to recall Collins occurs. 

“T’ve been following what’s happening,” Lyne 
Field said. 

“T’m embarrassed to say we missed the election 
because we just lost track, but we will vote in the 
next one.” 

Ricky Ricci said he signed the petition because 
he disagreed with criticism Olszta received regard- 
ing his enforcement of local ordinances in connec- 
tion with the town’s famous antique shows. 

“He was told he was harassing people (while) 
doing his job,” Ricci said. 

“He was upholding the law. That’s not harassing 
people. That’s doing his job. He’s a standup guy.” 

Resident Danielle Kinghorn said she believes 
Olszta losing the job he held for six years was over 
political reasons and not his job performance. 

“There was no due process for him,” she said. 

“The was no reason for it. It was a personal ven- 
detta.” 

Among the first to sign the petition was Olszta’s 
mother, Darleen Dalton. 

“Hopefully this will help put my son back on his 
job,” she said. 

“He was an outstanding police officer. The com- 
ments from the board of selectmen was disrespectful 
to the whole town.” 


MORSE | from page 1 


too,” Morse added. 

Monson Fire Chief Brian Harris couldn’t say 
enough about Morse and the continuous training the 
department’s personnel receive. 

“Colin started his career as an on-call mem- 
ber of the department in June of 2018. He was then 
moved to a member of the career staff in July of 
2019,’ Harris said. 

“Since his start here he has given us 110 percent 
every time he shows up. Colin has attended the Mas- 
sachusetts Fire Academy and obtained his firefight- 
er I/II certification and more recently has become a 
Nationally Certified Paramedic. I expect Colin will 
make a big impact on our community over the course 
of his fire service career.” 

Initially, Morse got his degree in Criminal Jus- 
tice because he wanted to be a police officer. But 
after working as a public safety officer at various lo- 
cations through college and some involvement with 
the Springfield Police Department, he developed a 
“nagging feeling” that while this was a great job to 
have, “maybe it’s not quite for me,” he said. 

“T went through a phase of trying to figure it 
out,” he said. 

“I know I want to be an emergency responder; I 
have this criminal justice degree...what do I do with 
it?” 

Morse signed up for an EMT program in Spring- 
field and, during that program, met with the Spring- 
field Fire Department for an extrication day where he 
learned more about what the job is as an EMT. 

“As they’re cutting open a car, I saw them using 
the tools and talking about what they do and thought, 
‘OK, this is really cool. This is what I want to do.” 

And for anyone thinking of entering the field of 
emergency services, Morse said it’s important to ed- 
ucate yourself. 

“If you want to be a 
firefighter, visit a fire sta- 
tion. Ask them about their 
jobs, do a ride-along. I 
think it’s huge to educate 
yourself early on,’ Morse 
said. 

And for Morse, being 
a firefighter and paramedic 
is only part of the job. 

“Your job is not just 
purely emergencies. It’s to 
help people,” he said. “It’s 
rewarding being a part of 
the Monson Fire Depart- 
ment and working for the 
town I grew up in.” 


e Stump Grinding 
e Bobcat Rental 


e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 
¢ Storm Cleanup 
e Firewood $240/cord 

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


978-888-1693 


McNeely Tree Service 
Insured ¢ References 
e Hazardous Tree Removal 


H: 508-867-6119 
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Community center offering meals and activities for all 


HOLLAND — The Holland Com- 
munity Center at 40 Brimfield Road of- 
fers fun, educational, and life-enriching 
activities for all ages. Here’s a schedule 
for the rest of July and into August: 


Every Monday 


Mah Jongg — 10:15 a.m. 
Take out Lunch — 11:45 a.m. 
Lunch — noon 

Texas Hold’em — 4:30 p.m. 


Every Tuesday 


Crafters Social — 10:30 a.m. 
Dominoes — 10:30 a.m. 


Every Wednesday 


Mix it Up - 10 a.m. 

Take out Lunch — 11:45 a.m. 
Lunch — noon 

Mah Jongg — | p.m. 


Every Thursday 


Food Drive — 11 a.m. 
Cribbage — 12:15 p.m. 
Pitch —5 p.m. 
Yoga — 6 p.m. 


Special July events 


Hip Hop Chair Dancing — 10:30 
a.m. July 26 


Dominoes — Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Did you play dominoes as a kid? 
Have you heard of the Mexican Train 
version? We are playing every Tuesday 
at 10:30 a.m. If you’ve played before, 
or you’re new to the game, it won’t mat- 
ter. We have lots of fun. We just learned 
about an app for counting the dots so you 
can play using dots, or using numbers, 
whichever you prefer. We already have 
a few new players and they’re having a 
good time. RSVP encouraged but walk- 
ins allowed. 


Whether you’re an experienced dominoes player or are ready to learn how to play, the 
Holland Community Center is the place to do it. 


Yoga classes 

Yoga with Sharon Palmer is once 
again at the center in July. We are ask- 
ing that you sign up for this class. Please 
bring your own mats, blanket/towel for 
knee protection, and strap. Everyone is 
encouraged to distance and sanitize their 
hands and mask or not mask as you are 
comfortable. 

We ask that you sign up for weeks 
weeks at a time. The price for seniors 
over 60 is $25 for six weeks and $35 
for those under 60. Prepaying for these 
classes will benefit you by not having to 
fuss with remembering money or checks 
each week or getting correct change. 

You also save time and reduce stress. 
Prepaying also makes it easier for some 
to just come every week and not have to 
decide — you already paid for it, so why 
not go? Having a group who have made 
the six-week commitment helps to build 
our Yoga community. 

If you do choose to not sign up for 
the six weeks, no worries! You can still 


come into the class. $5 for Seniors 60 
and over and $7 for under 60. 


Helping Wales Community Pantry 

We are still collecting food for the 
Wales Community Pantry. The Pantry 
serves the residents of Holland, Wales, 
and Brimfield. They need peanut butter, 
jelly, Spam, cereal, and other nonperish- 
able goods. You can drop off food any- 
time or day the Center is open. Mone- 
tary Donations can be made out to Wales 
Community Pantry. Monetary Donations 
help the Pantry to order fresh meats and 
produce. 


Need pet food? 

Here Today, Adopted Tomorrow has 
been very generous helping the residents 
of Holland and other towns by bringing 
dog and cat food here each week. If you 
need some for your animals, please stop 
by any time we are open. 


Go online for more 

We are currently working on the 
town website for the Center and for Out- 
reach. Take a look at those occasionally 
for updates: 

town.holland.ma.us/communi- 
ty-center 

town. holland.ma.us/council-ag- 
ing-outreach-coordinator 

town.holland.ma.us/council-aging 

Be sure to check out the new Out- 
reach page on Facebook at Holland-Out- 
reach-Holland-MA. 


Want more? 

Here’s are other activities that may 
interest you: 

Crafter’s Social and Quilting - Bring 
whatever you would like to work on, or 
learn something new from these talent- 
ed ladies, or just sit and chat. Tuesday 
mornings at 10:30. 


Hungry? 

You can dine-in or take out meals 
on Mondays and Wednesdays. Take out 
Pick up is 11:45 a.m.-noon. Dine-in is 
at noon. A $3 donation RSVP required. 
Due to a wonderful donation from the 
Holland Council on Aging, any Holland 
senior resident will be able to get their 
lunch for a $3 suggested donation. * 

For a $5 suggested donation you 
will get the entrée, a side and dessert. 

All ages are welcome to order. 

The reservation needs to be in by the 
Thursday the week before so Rose will 
have ample time to get ingredients. Un- 
fortunately, unlike some other centers, 
we do not have access to a food bank or 
commodities monthly, so the prices are 
higher for many items at this time. July 
menu: 

July 26 — Meatloaf and fixings 

July 28 — Veggie lasagna 


* Please have exact change if pos- 
sible. 
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meeting in June, a core group of volun- 
teers began working with seniors who 
either reached out for help or were iden- 
tified through their association with the 
Senior Center. 

“The group has already been ex- 
tremely helpful,’ Palmer said. 

One of the most urgent needs is 
transportation. There is an Elder Bus 
service that provides some rides, but it 
doesn’t run often or far enough to meet 
demand. Volunteers also bring meals, 
make prescription runs, do odd jobs, 
and — this is critical according to the Teel 
book and others — spend time with the 
lonely seniors, even if just for a shopping 
trip. 

“This is more on a personal level to 
individuals,” Palmer said. 

“(Volunteers) do things to get people 
out of the house and participating. This 


group has the intent of even if it helps 
one person, it caters to what they need. 
Since the pandemic, people just want to 
get out of the house — go to lunch, go 
to Walmart and walk around. Holland 
Helpers has been a blessing to them right 
now.” 
With 40 years of health care experi- 
ence, including the time she spent with 
Visiting Nurses, Cournoyer has volun- 
teered at homeless shelters, health fairs, 
and other public education events. As a 
movement, aging in place was initially 
coined in 1999, she said, “by the Bea- 
con Hill Village when a group of friends 
got together to brainstorm on how they 
could support each other and remain in 
their community,” Cournoyer said. 
“They have created a guide for com- 
munities to use to support their seniors, 
because many do not live close to family, 
the support of seniors has been the re- 
sponsibility of the community.” 
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officer Ryan Olszta. 

Olszta and his supporters say the 
three votes against including Olszta 
among the group of eight officers who 
received new contracts was politically 
motivated. Some, including Olszta, say 
they believe Olszta’s sexual orientation 
was a factor. He was the 
only openly gay officer on 
the Brimfield police force. 

With Leaming still 
technically a member of 
the elect board but absent 
from meetings, that leaves 


‘, 


AAPPY BPRS 


That’s what Olszta and his support- 
ers refer to as a political vendetta against 
him. The show community, which in- 
cludes Collins, can be cliquish, they 
say, surmising that when Olszta crossed 
them, it put his career in jeopardy. 


WE ARE OPEN YEAR ROUND 9 A.M. - 5 P.M. 


Brookfield Orchards 


12 Lincoln Road, North Brookfield, MA 01535 
Follow signs from Rts. 9, 31, 67 or 148 


four members and the pos- 
sibility of tie votes on mo- 
tions. 

Meanwhile, Olszta’s 
status was a topic for a 
third consecutive meeting. 
Police Chief Charlie Kuss, 
who said he favored Olszta 
being retained along with 
the eight other officers, 
said Monday he was close 
to wrapping up an investi- 
gation into allegations that 
Olszta acted improperly 
while on duty in regard 
to enforcing local antique 
show ordinances. 


M 
will 


FLEA MARKET 


Saturday, July 24, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 


Set-up begins between 
7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. 
To get your spot and 

unload your items only. 


Rental spaces in our parking lot are 
$20.00 to be paid upon arrival. 
You MUST bring your own tables 


and pick up any trash 
before you leave the property. 


inuteman Kettle Corn 
be here with their delicious 


popcorn and famous lemonades! 


Hardwick Winery 
Our grill will be 


serving hot dogs all day! 
Call us with any questions you may 
have and ask to speak with Diana. 


Visit Us On Facebook ° 508.867.6858 + 877.622.7555 (3) 
www.browsethebrookfields.com * www.brookfieldorchardsonline.com 


Racine draws on her own life for in- 
spiration. 

“We all want to stay in our own 
homes as long as possible,” she said. 

“As my parents aged, it was some- 
times difficult for them to find rides to 
doctors appointments, shopping, etc. I 
wasn’t always able to help them since I 
worked, was raising a family, and trav- 
eled frequently on business. Many of our 
seniors are in that situation and Holland 
Helpers hopes to relieve some of that 
stress. We can not only take care of the 
things they need, but also provide some 
‘nice-to-have’ things, such as a com- 
panion for a lunch out in a restaurant, a 
shopping trip to their favorite store, a so- 
cial visit in their home, or a ride to visit 
a friend.” 

Community outreach is new to Ra- 
cine, she said, but it hasn’t taken her long 
to help build a program that continues to 
grow in participation and popularity. 


sw, 


Se 
lop Floor 
LEARNING - 


1455 N. Main Street, Third Floor éi 
Palmer, MA 01069 
facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 


Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 

its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 


“T liked the aspect of seniors help- 
ing each other as well as being helped,” 
Racine said. 

“It gives them a sense of purpose 
and fosters new friendships. Eight peo- 
ple attended the first meeting. Our mem- 
bership has since grown to 16 volunteers. 
We have provided many rides for med- 
ical appointments, vaccines, and to our 
Town Meeting so far.” 

Palmer couldn’t be more pleased. 

“T just send an email to them and 
they take care of the rest,’ she said. 
“They’re doing a fantastic job.” 


Want to know more? 

The Holland Senior Center is locat- 
ed at 40 Brimfield Road. The next volun- 
teer meeting will be held in September. 
Anyone who wants to learn more, re- 
quest help, or volunteer can email out- 
reach@hollandma.org or call 413-245- 
3163 or 413-245-7108, ext.115. 


unique is its 
personalized instruction. 


e Basic reading, writing and math skills 


classes) 

Citizenship preparation 
Basic Computer Skills 
Resume Writing 


ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 


Let TFL's method of One-to-One private 
tutoring help you reach your goals with: 


e High School Equivalency Exam (GED) preparation 
e English Language Instruction (including conversation 


Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests such as: 


For program information call Gail (413) 283-2329, 
or reach her by e-mail at: gcarneiro@topfloorlearning.org 


POSTPONEMENT: 
We are so sorry 
but our May 
Scrabble Night 
and our May 
Basket Raffle will 
be postponed. 
At this time we 
are uncertain as 
to when they will 
be rescheduled. 


POSITION AVAILABLE 


TFL is seeking a Director of Adult Literacy/Operations Officer who is passionate 
about helping adult learners meet their educational goals. The successful candidate will work 
closely with TFL's Board of Trustees, tutors, students, volunteers, and community businesses/ 
organizations of the Quaboag Hills region and surrounding areas. General responsibilities will 
include: Recruiting, matching, and training volunteer tutors. ¢ Organizing and administering 
all programs of adult instruction, such as ESL, Reading, Writing, Math, HiSET, Computer Skills, 
and many more! ¢ Being aware of community educational needs and interests. 
¢ Providing educational guidance to assist adult learners in meeting their educational goals. 
¢ Coordinating fundraising and promotional efforts with a team of volunteers. 

This position requires 20-30 hours per week and is a year-round position. 
Interested candidates should send their resumes to topfloorlearningpalmer@gmail.com. 


e Use a computer ¢ Email 


COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! 


Do you want to learn how to: 


e Create a Facebook page, etc.? 


f ge) “like” us on 
facebook 


facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 


S ie Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 
va to Top Floor Learning in their memory. 
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Gobi continues push to help home- 
owners affected by pyrrhotite 


BOSTON — An amendment submit- 
ted by state Sen. Anne Gobi (D-Spencer) 
to the fiscal 2022 state budget extending 
the life and coverage area of the Crum- 
bling Foundations Testing Reimburse- 
ment Program has been included in the 
final conference committee report, which 
was agreed upon by the two branches of 
the legislature. The amendment allocates 
an additional $50,000 for the program, 
which reimburses homeowners at a rate 
of 100% for visual testing conducted by a 
licensed professional engineer up to $400 
and a rate of 75% for the testing of two 
core samples up to $5,000. 

First established through amend- 
ment by Gobi in the fiscal 2019 state bud- 
get, the program helps defray the cost of 
testing for the presence of the mineral ag- 
gregate, pyrrhotite, in the basement walls 
and foundations of homes located within 
aradius of J.J Mottes Concrete Company, 
located in Stafford Springs, Connecticut. 
Gobi moved to extend that radius from 
20 to 50 miles during this legislative ses- 
sion. 

“This testing reimbursement pro- 
gram is a critical tool that will help the 
state gain a sense of the issue while re- 
lieving homeowners of a small bit of debt 
at the beginning of the process,’ Gobi 
said. “We are starting to see more home- 
owners reach out from even further away 
than anticipated, and getting your foun- 
dation inspected by a licensed engineer is 
the first step towards remediation.” 

Pyrrhotite, an iron sulfide mineral, 
has been found in the concrete aggregate 
of homes throughout central and western 
Massachusetts as well as in Connecti- 
cut. When exposed to water and oxygen, 


this mineral begins to expand and decay, 
leading to spider and web-cracking that 
can cause the home foundation to inev- 
itably fail. 

It is estimated that as many as 2,000 
homes in Massachusetts may be effect- 
ed, and the testing program is the first 
form of financial relief being offered by 
to homeowners in this state. Connecti- 
cut has moved several steps ahead of the 
commonwealth in attacking the issue, 
with a legislatively funded captive insur- 
ance company having been established to 
oversee repairs and reimburse homeown- 
ers for costs. Their program has repaired 
more that 1,100 foundations at this time. 

Gobi has submitted a bill, $.548 
An Act Relative to Crumbling Concrete 
Foundations, to begin addressing the 
problem and implement recommenda- 
tions made by the 2019 Legislative Spe- 
cial Commission established to study the 
issue. 

Among other things the bill would 
require home sellers to disclose any re- 
pairs or testing done on the foundation to 
perspective buyers, would allow for resi- 
dential property tax abatements to affect- 
ed homeowners, and it would mandate 
that quarry operators test for the presence 
of pyrrhotite before opening new cells. 
The bill currently has 26 bipartisan co- 
sponsors, and stands before the Joint 
Committee on Environment, Natural 
Resources and Agricultural awaiting a 
hearing. 

For more information about the 
amendment, foundation testing program, 
or legislation please contact Gobi’s office 
by email at Anne.Gobi@ MASenate. gov. 


First Church of Monson to hold 
Silver Street Chapel events 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


MONSON — The First Church of 
Monson has recently voted to partner 
with the Silver Street Chapel Society to 
offer services and events at the chapel 
throughout the year. 

The first of these events will be a 
Blessing of the Chapel at 11 a.m. this 
Sunday, July 25. At this event, Rev. Pe- 
ter Johnston, Pastor of First Church, will 
bless the space and guests will hear the 
history of the Chapel and have “a time 
of fellowship and refreshments,’ said 
Johnston. 

“The Silver Street Chapel is a rare 
architectural gem in the town of Mon- 
son,” said Pastor Johnston, adding that 
the event on July 25 will follow the 
church’s regular worship service. 

After the service, members of the 
First Church of Monson, along with 
members of the public, will travel from 
the church to the chapel for a short ser- 
vice of rededication and blessing, mark- 
ing the “renewed partnership with the 
Silver Street Chapel Society.” 

The Silver Street Chapel was con- 


structed in 1898 by the residents of the 
Silver Street neighborhood, said John- 
ston, because it was very difficult for 
residents in that area of town to get to the 
downtown churches for Sunday services 
during the winter months. 

“For many years, First Church of 
Monson, Congregational, held worship 
services and events, such as parties, 
Christmas pageants, dances, and the like 
at the chapel. And so, this partnership is 
another chapter of the connection that 
First Church and the Silver Street Chapel 
have always shared,” he said. 

The church has planned two other 
worship services at the chapel in 2021, 
including a public Blessing of the An- 
imals service in October and a Christ- 
mas service with candlelight carols and 
stories in December. As with all of the 
church’s worship services, the public is 
invited, Johnston said. 

“Tt is really a delight to begin offer- 
ing religious services once again at the 
Silver Street Chapel. ’m blessed to be 
the pastor that reunites the Chapel and 
First Church once again. It will be very 
nice to have this intimate worship space 
available for smaller worship services.” 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Fashion accessory 

5. Subatomic particle 

10. Ethnic group of the 
Philippines 

14. Popular cookie 

15. Fabric 

16. Alcoholic liquor 

17. Peter __, Dutch portrait 
painter 

18. Longtime Chicago mayor 

19. A famous “Lady” 

20. Islamic calendar month 

22. Rocky peak 

23. Polio vaccine developer 

24, Songs sung in open air 

27. Military movements 

30. Male parent 

31. Beloved hot beverage 

32. Female sibling 

35. Tackled the QB 

37. Set a dog on someone 

38. Long live! (Spanish) 

39. Porticos 

40. Pouch 

41. Smooth fabric 


42. Enough (archaic) 


43. Institute legal 
proceedings against 

44, Scarred 

45. Draw from 

46. Brother or sister 

47, Body part 

48. Commercials 

49. London soccer team 

52. Satisfied 

55. Surgical technique 
(abbr.) 

56. Fencing sword 

60. French industrial city 

61. Intellectual property 
organization (abbr.) 

63. Helps to carry food 

64. “Rule, Britannia” 
composer 

65. One-time Empress of the 
Roman Empire 

66. Intestinal pouches 

67. None better 

68. “WandaVision” actress 

69. Comedic actress Kathryn 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Fifth notes of major 
scales 

2. Region 

3. Your consciousness of 
your own identity 

4, Georgetown athletes 

5. They follow A 40. Add up 

6. Spoke 41, Small brown and gray 

7. Hairdressers’ domain rails 

8. Extravagantly theatric 43. Get off your feet 

9. End-blown flute 44, Express disgust 

10. Heroic tales 46. Surface of the ground 

11.Member of a Semitic 47. Putinto a silo 
people 49. Belief 

12. Members of a priestly 50. British noblemen 
caste 51. Tennis game 

13. Southern Ghana people 52. Dry, protective crust 

21. Counsels 53. Swiss river 

23. Body of water 54. Large integers 

25, Awesome! 57.La__ Tar Pits, Hollywood 

26. Calendar month 58. Every one of two or more 

27. Native of region in 59. “Deadpool” actor 
Caucasus Reynolds 

28. Indian city 61. Earlier 

29. Exclusive 62. Peter's last name 


32. Alaskan town 

33. Covered with ivy 

34. Loose granular 
substances 

36. Native American tribe 

37. Written American English 

38. Holiday (informal) 
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MR. HOCKEY FUNDRAISER 


Tony Costa taught and 
mentored generations of local kids 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


LUDLOW — Like a lot of 
kids, Tony Costa played a lot of 
sports growing up. He was good 
at all of them, too. 

And like many New En- 
glanders before and since, the 
first time he strapped on a pair 
of skates, hockey became his 
No. 1 passion. It’s no wonder 
he became known “Mr. Hock- 
ey” not just in his hometown of 
Ludlow, but throughout West- 
ern Mass. Though he passed in 
2019, his legacy of encouraging, 
mentoring, and coaching local 
youth not just in sports but in life 
lives on through the Mr. Hockey 
Foundation created in Costa’s 
honor. 

Even a pandemic couldn’t 
get in the way of last year’s first 
annual Mr. Hockey Golf Tourna- 
ment to benefit the foundation. 
Organizers expect this year’s 
event, scheduled for Sept. 26 
at Cold Spring Golf Course in 
Belchertown, to be even bigger 
and better. 

Proceeds help area kids 
from financially struggling fam- 
ilies, including those in Ludlow, 
Wilbraham, and Indian Orchard, 
participate in sports. Donations 
from last year’s tournament 
went toward scholarships, Lud- 
low High sports, and local ser- 
vice organizations. Some of the 
money was used to help people 
facing housing insecurity. 

The list of local residents 
Costa influenced seems endless. 

“Tony was like a father to 
me,” State Rep. Jake Olivei- 


7 
4 . 


Courtesy photo 


When the LA Kings won their first Stanley Cup after the 2011-'12 
season, General Manager Dean Lombardi, a Ludlow native, made 
sure Costa got to spend time with the trophy, which he brought to 
the Polish Club for all to enjoy. The second annual Mr. Hockey Golf 
Tournament is scheduled for Sept. 26 at Cold Spring Golf Course in 


Belchertown 


ra, secretary of the tournament 
committee, said. 

“He was like a grandfather 
or father to so many boys and 
girls in Western Mass. He taught 
me how to skate when I was 
three or four years old. Some 
kids didn’t have a dad at home 
and he just filled the void. He 
was just one of the best.” 

A World War II veteran, if 
Costa came from hardened from 


the experience, he didn’t show it. 
He had a soft spot for children 
and a knack for teaching them 
the fundamentals when they first 
started out and later, the finer 
points of hockey. 

“Tony would do this kind 
of great thing where he’d get 
a bunch of change and line the 
board on the other side of the ice 
with dimes and nickels and even 
some quarters and you wanted 


to get there first so you can pick 
up as much of the change as you 
can and put in your hockey glove 
and at the end of the day you’d 
have a couple of bucks in change 
to shake out of your glove,” Ol- 
iveira recalled, laughing. 

“He coached my _ uncle 
Russ, who’s in his 60s now, all 
the way through high school. He 
was one of these guys from ‘the 
Greatest Generation’ who was 
just relatable whether he was 
talking to kids or their parents. 
He genuinely cared about your 
success and taught you that you 
have an obligation to give back 
to your community and other 
generations of people. He was 
always looking out for people. 
That type of personality speaks 
volumes.” 

Just one of the best; when 
I was growing up Prior gener- 
ations my unduly Russ in his 
60s now Sponsors are still need- 
ed for the golf tournament and 
those interested can call Dave 
Sepanek at 413-244-7572 or 
Tony Shea 413-284-7741. 


Want to play? 

Registration is $500 per 
foursome and includes meals. 
High school players can register 
for $75, which does not include 
a cart. It’s a shotgun-style format 
with sign-in at noon and tee off 
at 1 p.m. In addition to the top 
three finishers, prizes will be 
awarded to closest to the pin and 
longest drive. To register, call 
Cindy Machado at 413-210- 
2750, or Shea or Sepanek at the 
numbers above. 


Low plate number lottery has begun 


BOSTON - The Massachu- 
setts Registry of Motor Vehicles 
announced that its applications 
for the 2021 Low Number Plate 
Lottery are now being accepted 
online at Mass.Gov/RMV, us- 
ing the Online Service Center. 
Applicants must apply by Aug. 
27. If a person is selected for a 
low number plate, they will be 
notified after the virtual drawing 
takes place on Sept. 8. 

This year, there are 200 
plates available through the low 
plate lottery. Some of this year’s 
low plate characters are 210, 
2762, 1H, 24L, Fl, J25 and X25. 
The complete list is online at 
Mass.Gov/RMV. 

Applicants should note that 
there is no fee to apply. How- 
ever, should the applicant be 
selected as a winner, there is a 
fee that will be required, as the 
fee is required of all new license 
plates, as well as a standard reg- 
istration fee. 

Customers are encouraged 
to visit the RMV’s website or 
follow @MassRMV on Twit- 


ter for upcoming details on the 
virtual low plate drawing. The 
drawing will be live-streamed 
and a link to the event will be 
made available soon. In addi- 
tion, applicants will be sent a 
notification via email. The lot- 
tery results will be posted on the 
RMV’s website. 

Lottery rules and eligibility 
requirements 

The 2021 Low Number 
Plate Lottery is online submis- 
sion only. 

Only one entry per appli- 
cant will be accepted, regardless 
of the number of active registra- 
tions the applicant has. 

An applicant must be a 
Massachusetts resident with a 
currently active, registered, and 
insured passenger vehicle. 

Companies/corporations 
may not apply. 

MassDOT (Registry of Mo- 
tor Vehicles, Highway, Mass 
Transit, and Aeronautics) em- 
ployees, including contract em- 
ployees, and their immediate 
family members are not eligible. 


(“Immediate family member” 
refers to one’s parents, spouse, 
children, and brothers and sis- 
ters.) 

Requests for specific plate 
numbers will not be honored. EI- 
igible applicants will be consid- 
ered for all plates listed. Plates 
will be awarded in the order in 
which they are listed on Mass. 
Gov/RMV. 

An applicant’s _ registra- 
tion and license cannot be in a 
non-renewal, suspended, or re- 
voked status at the time of entry, 
the time of the drawing, or the 
time of the plate swap. As such, 
an applicant must not have any 
outstanding excise taxes, park- 
ing tickets, child support, war- 
rants, or unpaid E-ZPass/ Fast 
Lane violations. 

Online entries must be com- 
pleted by the end of day on Aug. 
27. 

By law, lottery winners 
must be announced by Sept. 15. 
Lottery results will be available 
on the RMV website at Mass. 
Gov/RMV. 


All winners will be notified 
by the RMV in writing with in- 
structions on how to transfer 
their current registration to their 
new lottery plate. Winners will 
have until Dec. 31, to swap their 
plates. Unclaimed plates will be 
forfeited after Dec. 31, and the 
25. selected alternate winners 
will then be notified as to what 
lottery plate they won. Plates 
will be registered to the winning 
applicant only. 

All plates remain the prop- 
erty of the RMV even after reg- 
istration. 

All information received, 
including names of all appli- 
cants and the list of winners, is 
subject to release in accordance 
with the Massachusetts Public 
Records law. 

Low Number Plate Lottery 
rules and eligibility can also 
be found at https://www.mass. 
gov/2021-low-plate-lottery. 
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When he died in 1916 at the 
age of 40, London had already 
written 50 works of fiction and 
non-fiction that are still loved. 

The Grateful American 
Book Prize recommends “The 
Call of the Wild,” by Jack Lon- 
don. 

Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation 

The Department of Justice 
was founded in 1870, but in its 


first four decades of operation, 
it hired rent-a-cop investigators, 
who were usually borrowed 
from other government agen- 
cies, including the Secret Ser- 
vice. Finally, on July 26, 1908, 
the division assembled a dedi- 
cated aggregation of its own. 
U.S. Attorney General 
Charles Bonaparte hired 10 ex- 
perienced, former Secret Service 
agents that morphed to 34, and 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 1Oam-4pm ° Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm ° Fri. TOam-4pm * Sat. 1Oam-2pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 


Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 


Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 


We accept books only in good, clean condition. 
For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


eventually 300. 

Meanwhile, J. Edgar Hoover 
joined the Department in 1917; 
he was promoted to special as- 
sistant to Attorney General A. 
Mitchell Palmer in 1919, and by 
1924, was the acting director of 
the Bureau of Investigation. The 
entity officially became known 
as the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation in 1935. 

Hoover remained  direc- 


tor until his 1972 death, but his 
reign was sullied by controversy 
and corruption; today, the Senate 
approves prospective director 
nominees, and limits service to 
one, 10-year term. 

The Grateful American 
Book Prize recommends “The 
True Story of J. Edgar Hoover 
and the FBI,” by Barry Denen- 
berg. 
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With summer scammers lurking, Better 
Business Bureau identifies red flags 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Editor 


WORCESTER -— Scams come 
in all shapes and sizes, and can be 
quite intricate. Regardless of how 
clever a scheme may be, a scam- 
mer’s primary objective is simple; 
emptying the wallet or bank ac- 
count of a victim. 

Residents can stay ahead of 
scams by educating themselves on 
the latest ploys. During the sum- 
mer of 2021, with COVID-19 re- 
strictions lifted, scammers are hard 
at work, but ordinary individuals 
can arm themselves with a wealth 
of knowledge that will foil most 
cons. 

“Any time someone asks you 
to pay an upfront fee for a service 
they have not provided, that’s a red 
flag. If you get pressure to accept 
the offer now or it’s gone forever, 
that’s also a red flag,” said Nancy 
Cahalen, President/CEO of Better 
Business Bureau serving Western 
MA and Northern CT. 

Being asked to use unconven- 
tional, non-refundable payment 
methods such as a pre-paid debit 
card or gift card to complete an 
online transaction is highly suspi- 
cious. Getting that money back is 
“next to impossible,” said Cahalen. 

Paying with a credit card is en- 
couraged, as protections are built 
in. 

When a product or sale seems 
too good to be true, it often is. One 
must remember that not all great 
deals are legitimate. 

Scammers can lure in vaca- 
tioners by offering unusually low 
fees for a “great” amenity that 
either does not exist or does not 
match the online description. 

Before booking a hotel room, 
a timeshare or a rental car, con- 
sumers are encouraged to do thor- 
ough research, vetting the compa- 
ny or merchant to decipher if it the 
party is reputable. 

“Find a company independent 
of a Google search and contact 
them on their website,’ said Ca- 
halen. “Beware of sponsored links 
and fake websites; always make 
sure that you click on the correct 
link for a company. When in doubt, 


verify the deal directly with the 
company by calling them.” 

Before renting a_ vacation 
house online, talk to the owner over 
the phone and check public records 
to verify that the address exists and 
is available for rent. Never seal the 
deal over an email, said Cahalen. 

Additionally, if a cruise line or 
travel company advertises a vaca- 
tion as being “free,” the trip may 
well include hidden costs and re- 
strictions. Do your research. 

While staying in a hotel, be 
aware of late night, fake calls that 
claim to originate from the front 
desk and ask guests to “re-verify” 
their credit card information. 

“They’re not going to call you 
and wake you in the middle of the 
night, saying that there’s a problem 
with your credit card,” said Caha- 
len. 

Furthermore, scammers have 
been known to leave fake menus 
outside of hotel rooms. When a 
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Photo submitted by Better Business Bureau 
Nancy Cahalen, President/CEO of Better Business Bureau serving Western 
MA and Northern CT, is on a mission to ensure that residents are prepared 
to counter scammers this summer. 


guest orders food, the culprit col- 
lects the credit card information 
and never delivers a meal. 

“It’s so simple, it’s diabolical,” 
said Cahalen. 

Guests who are staying in a 
residence or hotel room should be 
on alert for fake Wifi scams. When 
a guest logs into the “free” con- 
nection, scammers are able to col- 
lect all of the data that the traveler 
transmits. 

“Always use a secure or pri- 
vate network if it’s absolutely 
necessary to access personal or fi- 
nancial accounts. Be very weary of 
free Wifi connections; they’re not 
safe,” said Cahalen. 

Avoid doing any banking, 
transactions or checking personal 
accounts when using an open Wifi 
connection. Use a secure, private 
network to access personal or fi- 
nancial accounts. 
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TCC store in Ware to give away 
backpacks with school supplies on Aug. 1 


WARE — Round Room LLC, the 
nation’s largest Verizon authorized 
retailer, announced that its TCC and 
Wireless Zone stores are donating 
140,000 backpacks full of school 
supplies to children across the U.S., 
including its store in Ware at 350 
Palmer Road in the Gibbs Crossing 
shopping center. 

This is the company’s ninth an- 
nual School Rocks Backpack Give- 
away. Since 2013, TCC has donated 
1.2 million backpacks filled with 
supplies to students nationwide to en- 
sure children are well prepared for the 
start of the school year. TCC will also 
award three students each $10,000 
college scholarships. 

Nearly 750 participating TCC 
and Wireless Zone stores are inviting 
local families to their locations on 
Sunday, Aug. |, between | to 4 p.m., 
to pick up a backpack filled with pen- 
cils, paper, a pencil box, a ruler, fold- 
ers and glue. One backpack per child 
present will be given away on a first- 
come, first-serve basis while supplies 


last. Each store location will adhere to 
local and CDC guidelines to provide a 
safe environment for event attendees 
and TCC employees. 

“The start of the school year is an 
exciting time, and we are thrilled to 
support the education of the youth in 
our communities through our School 
Rocks Backpack Giveaway,’ said 
Scott Moorehead, CEO of Round 
Room, parent company of TCC. “By 
providing families across the country 
with essential school supplies, we’re 
easing the back-to-school shopping 
burden and helping set children up for 
success.” 

According to the National Retail 
Federation, American families with 
school-aged children spent an aver- 
age of $789.49 on school supplies in 
2020, totaling $33.9 billion spent in 
America last year on school supplies 
alone. TCC is working to ease the 
strain of rising school supplies costs 
through its annual program. 

For a list of TCC stores partici- 
pating in the School Rocks Backpack 


Giveaway or to find a store near you, 
visit locations.tecrocks.com. Each 
participating TCC store will donate 
up to 150 backpacks with all leftovers 
being donated to local schools. 

Supporters of the School Rocks 
Backpack Giveaway are encouraged 
to use hashtags #SchoolRocks and 
#BetterTogether on Instagram and 
Twitter to help spread the word. 

TCC is a Culture of Good Inc. 
company, and makes ongoing invest- 
ments in the local communities where 
it operates. Recently, the company 
donated $50,000 to in-person chil- 
dren’s summer camps as part of its 
annual Kids Rock program. 

Additionally in 2021, TCC do- 
nated more than 500 appreciation 
boxes to schools nationwide honoring 
teachers juggling education hurdles 
caused by the coronavirus pandemic. 
The company’s nonprofit organiza- 
tion, TCC Gives, recently surpassed 
$2.5 million in donations to local 
nonprofits across the country as well. 
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New book celebrating National Parks has a local connection 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@turley.com 


How many U.S. National Parks have 
you visited? 

Whether you’ve seen them all, or have 
yet to experience any of them, a Palmer na- 
tive is part of the team behind a new book 
that celebrates eight of them through care- 
fully curated art. 

John Paul Boilard was creative direc- 
tor of recently-published “The Art of the 
National Parks” (Insight Editions, 59parks. 
net), which compiles six years’ worth of 
hand screen printed posters featuring select- 
ed National Parks depicted by more than 50 
artists from around the world. The book is 
listed as the No. | best seller on Amazon 
in the new Art Books category for the last 
three weeks. 

“Very wild!” Boilard, aka JP Boneyard, 
said. 

“Most people know me as ‘JP Bone- 
yard’ as far back as 2003,” Boilard, who 
takes full ownership of the nickname, said. 

Boilard provided some _ behind-the- 
scenes insight on how much work it takes to 
produce a single poster, let alone 59. 

“A poster typically takes around two or 
three months from conception to print,” he 
said. 

“A lot can depend on the number of 
colors in a print — the complexity of a com- 
position — or the time of year. We typical- 
ly tour the U.S. for five months of the year 
hosting gallery shows of the series. That can 
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An artist’s depiction of Rocky Mountain Na- 
tional Park for the recently published “The 
Art of the National Parks.” 


often mean we’re on double duty between 
shows and creating new work.” 

Looking over the different works of art, 
one might assume each artist communed 
with the park he or she was assigned. While 
some have spent time at their parks, not all 
have. 

“Many of the artists have visited the 
park they’re illustrating,” Boilard said. 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 
BEEF 
RIBEYE 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


AY oy \ STS 
WHOLE PORK BUTTS sane 2270 


But it’s not required. The bottom line is 
whether or not the commissioned artist can 
capture the spirit of the park, be it in-person 
or from a considerable distance. 

“If they haven’t, we may have photos 
from our own visits to use as reference,” 
Boilard explained. 

“About one-third of the artists in the 
series live abroad. Some have never visited 
the U.S. or a park. We always prefer inclu- 
sivity over exclusivity. The fewer barriers 
the better. It’s awesome if an artist can draw 
upon first-hand experience. If they can’t, we 
feel they should still be able to contribute 
even if they’ve never been to a park in the 
US” 

The posters and the parks they repre- 
sent have a symbiotic relationship when it 
comes to cross-promotion, Boilard said. 

“One of the highest aspirations for the 
series is to get park nerds into posters and 
poster nerds into the parks,” he said. 

“We love hearing stories like the mom 
who loves parks and gets into posters with 
their son. Their son — the poster enthusiast — 
then visits their very first park with mom. We 
hear similar stories with the PARKS board 
game that we collaborated on with Keymas- 
ter Games. The game has inspired a lot of 
board game enthusiasts to visit the National 
Parks. We also hear about the game being 
a gateway of sorts for park enthusiasts. It’s 
fulfilling to know that the work we’re do- 
ing has a positive impact. Everything we 
make isn’t just meant to look nice; It’s a call 
to action to visit the parks. That’s why we 
also donate 5 per- 

cent of every poster 
sale-before profit-to 
The National Park 
Service.” 

Insight —_Edi- 
tions is also donat- 
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creative director of “The Art of the National 
Parks,” a collection of posters from more 
than 50 artists. 


Boilard is not humble bragging when 
he talks about how well the book turned 
out. In fact, he doesn’t bra at all. He seems 
almost loathe to talk about himself, refocus- 
ing most questions back to the work and the 
team that created it. 

“The quality of the book is second to 
none,” he said. 

“Insight Editions did such great work 
on it. All of the art comes alive in vivid 
color. Every poster is also accompanied by 
a fun write-up and facts about the corre- 
sponding park. The book includes a won- 
derful forward by Theresa Pierno, CEO of 
The National Parks Conservation Associa- 
tion. There’s an intro and some background 
about the series itself. The book also in- 
cludes a brief section about the art of screen 
printing.” 

One way to get Boilard to talk a little 
about himself is to invoke his hometown. 

“This series — and this book —-wouldn’t 


be possible without my experiences grow- 
ing up in Palmer,” he said. 

“As a kid I spent so much of my time 
exploring the woods, swimming in the 
Swift River, and visiting The Quabbin Res- 
ervoir. My appreciation of nature was very 
much informed by my time in Palmer and 
Western Mass.” 

He also said it was a nurturing environ- 
ment for an aspiring artist. 

“T was also fortunate to be a part of an 
amazing creative community in town and in 
the region,” Boilard said. 

“My friend Michael Swiatlowski and 
I helped host over 200 DIY music and art 
events going all the way back to our time at 
Palmer High,” he said. 

“Thirty-nine of those events took place 
in an empty storefront (The Oldstore) and 
100 of those events took place in my moth- 
er’s backyard shed (“The Shed’’). We hosted 
bands from all over the world. Mike and I 
would make screen-printed posters to pro- 
mote these events. This is where I found my 
love of printmaking and design. It’s totally 
what led to my career and this series. I have 
Palmer, Mike, and my friends to thank for 
their inspiration, collaboration, and support. 
Sean Burns — an art teacher at Palmer High 
— was also big in helping encourage our in- 
terest in visual art.” 

What Boilard may lack in self-promo- 
tion chops he makes up for with a boatload 
of gratitude. 

“I'd just like to share my gratitude to 
my mom, Catherine Boilard, Mike Swiat- 
lowski, Brian Buccaroni, Daniel Danger, 
and the community in Palmer,” he said. 

“Hats off to all of the artists, printers, 
and folks behind the series and the book, 
too! There’s an old proverb that says ‘if you 
want to go quickly — go alone. If you want 
to go far-go together.’ That sums it up.” 

To learn more about the Fifty-Nine 
Parks Print Series, go to 59parks.net. 
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TO WORK HERE 


AN EXCELLENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK 


Sanderson MacLeod in Palmer, MA, is growing and we’re seeking folks 


who want to enjoy an exciting twist in their career and are looking for 


steady employment in a unique work environment. 


If you'd like to join our team of dedicated brush experts, apply today 


even if you have no brush-making experience - we'll train you! 


FULL-TIME AND SEASONAL POSITIONS ARE AVAILABLE 


SANDERSON MACLEOD 


Leaders | in Twisted Wire Brushes 


The following schedule will provide dates the 
compost area off of Old Warren Road in Palmer will be 
opened to allow town residents to drop off grass clip- 
pings and leaves during spring and summer months. 
Place lawn debris in brown paper bags, (no plastic bags 
allowed) and do not leave bags up against the locked 
gate. The town asks that you also practice social dis- 


Date 


Saturday, Aug. 21, 2021 
Sunday, Aug. 22, 2021 
Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021 
Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021 


Compost dates/times in Palmer 


Time 
9am.-5 p.m. 
9am.-5 p.m. 
9am.-5 p.m. 
9am.-5 p.m. 


APPLY ONLINE AT SANDERSONMACLEOD.COM/CAREERS 
OR CALL 413-213-3443 
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Mustangs take care of Chicopee 


MONSON - The Mon- 
son High School girls sum- 
/ mer soccer team continued 
to succeed in A Division 
action, downing Chicopee 
- last Thursday evening. The 
game was originally sup- 
, posed to be held in Monson, 
; but was moved to Chicopee. 
[ aH Monson was able to adjust 
his to the road trip just fine, 
qa with a 2-0 win. 


a orem a ae? bianchi 


Rylee Bonneau winds up for a 
throw-in. 


Olivia Charzan winds up for a free 
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Monson splits double 
dip with Aldenville 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


PALMER—While the Major 
League baseball regular season is 
a marathon, the American Legion 
regular season is a sprint to the fin- 
ish line, especially this year. 

The Legion baseball season 
in Western Massachusetts nor- 
mally starts in the middle of June 
and ends in late July. Because 
the MIAA baseball playoffs were 
pushed back a couple of weeks 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Legion season didn’t start until 
June 27. 

The weather was also a major 
factor during the first week of the 
Legion season as each team had a 
couple of games postponed or sus- 
pended. 

Two of those teams are Alden- 
ville Post 337 and Monson Post 


241, who are both members of 


Zone 2. They split a doubleheader 
held at Legion Field in Palmer, on 
July 5. 

Monson, who played their 
first home game of the Legion sea- 
son, won the opening game, 4-2, 
in eight innings. 

“Winning the first game in ex- 
tra innings was huge for us,” said 
Monson manager Steve Tripp. “It 
gave us the opportunity to sweep 
the doubleheader, but things just 
didn’t go our way in the second 
game. 

Aldenville, who were missing 
a couple of players in game one, 
celebrated a 12-2 victory in the 
nightcap. 

“You have to give Monson 
a lot of credit for winning game 
one,’ said Aldenville manager 
Kyle Phillips. “We had our whole 
team here for the second game and 
our energy level was also a lot dif- 
ferent. We had nine hits and sev- 
en walks in that game. I think we 
have a very strong team this year.” 

Aldenville, who have players 
from Chicopee and Holyoke list- 
ed on their roster, had a 2-1 record 
following the doubleheader. 

Monson, who have players 
from Ware, Palmer, and Monson, 
had a 1-2 overall record. 

The first game of the double- 


was righthander Keith Smith, who 
helped the Ware varsity baseball 
team advance into the Western 
Mass. Division 4 finals. 

Smith allowed two runs on 
two base hits with nine strikeouts 
in six innings against Aldenville. 
The only reason Smith didn’t 
pitch longer was because he had 
reached the 105-pitch limit. 

“Keith is our number one 
pitcher this year,’ Tripp said. “I 
wish that he could start every game 
for us, but he can’t. He pitched re- 
ally well in the first game.” 

The Aldenville starter in the 
first game was Brady Burnett, 
who’s a crafty lefty. He was a 
sophomore pitcher on the Chicop- 
ee High School varsity baseball 
team this past spring. 

“Brady is a young pitcher 
for us,” Phillips said. “He pitched 
very well in tonight’s game.” 

Burnett, who allowed two 
runs (one earned) on seven hits, 
came very close to winning his 
first Legion game. 

Aldenville, who was the home 
team in game one, held a slim 2-1 
lead entering the top of the sev- 
enth inning, but Monson managed 
to tie the score. 

James Delaney drew a leadoff 
walk and moved to second base 
following a perfect sacrifice bunt 
by Thomas Swift. After advancing 
to third on a wild pitch, Delaney 
scored the tying run when Chance 
Lee lined a single into right field. 

At that point, Phillips decid- 
ed to make a pitching change. He 
took out Burnett, who threw 90 
pitches, and replaced him with 
righthander Brandon McKenna. 

Lee was thrown out trying to 
steal second and the next batter 
grounded out to the first baseman 
ending the inning. 

Monson relief pitcher Mike 
Mayberry, who’s a righty, struck 
out two batters in the bottom half 
of the seventh. Aldenville also had 
a runner thrown out trying to steal 
second base. 

Monson took the lead for the 
first time in the top of the eighth. 

Dillon Slattery, who drew a 
one-out walk, scored the go-ahead 
run following another walk by 
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Blue Sox swept in DH, 
announce promotions 


HOLYOKE - The Valley Blue 
Sox hosted the Martha’s Vineyard 
Sharks in a double header on Thurs- 
day, their second meeting of the 
week. 

Holyoke Gas and Electric spon- 
sored a Blue Sox mini helmet give- 
away for the first 250 fans through 
the gates at MacKenzie Stadium. 

The first of the two seven in- 
ning games ended with a score of 
2-1 in favor of the Sharks, and the 
second game started at 6:35 p.m., 
and ended with a score of 2-4. 

Both low-scoring games saw 
good offensive attempts from the 


Blue Sox, but top-seeded Valley had 
trouble breaking the scoring deficit, 
whereas the Sharks capitalized on 
big hits to secure their leads in both 
games. 

The losses tonight didn’t 
change the Blue Sox standings as 
first in the Southern Division. The 
team will host the Bristol Blues on 
Saturday at 6:35 p.m. for St. Pat- 
rick’s Day in July, sponsored by 
Holyoke Medical Center. 

The Blue Sox invite all fans to 
celebrate by wearing green to the 
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T-Birds seek fan help for 
jersey design 


SPRINGFIELD, Mass. - The 
Springfield Thunderbirds seeking 
fan-created jersey designs as part 
of their Ice-O-Topes Jersey Design 
Contest. 

Attention all cromulent artists 
and designers. 

Have you ever wanted to de- 
sign a hockey jersey? The Spring- 
field Thunderbirds are looking for 
designs for the next Ice-O-Topes 
jersey! One lucky design will be 
chosen as the official 2022 Spring- 


field Ice-O-Topes jerseys to be worn 
on the ice during the February 12, 
2022 game. 

Your artistic ability doesn’t 
matter; we want to see your designs. 

The contest winner will receive 
a custom jersey in their design & an 
Ice-O-Topes prize pack; all entrants 
will be entered into a random draw- 
ing to receive the custom winning 
jersey. 
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Pioneers score another shutout to open playoffs 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW—The Western 
Mass. Pioneers scored three or 
more goals in six of their seven 
regular season home matches. The 
Pioneers scoring spree continued in 
the USL League Two Eastern Con- 
ference quarterfinal match. 

The second-seeded Pioneers 
scored a pair of goals in each half 
against the seventh-seeded Cedar 
Stars Rush en route to a 4-0 shutout 
victory before the largest crowd of 
the season at Lusitano Stadium last 
Friday night. 

“It feels very good to win a 
home playoff match,” said Pio- 
neer’s head coach Federico Mo- 
linari. “We played very well as a 
team tonight. Everyone has worked 
very hard this season.” 

The Pioneers, who finished 
the regular season in first place in 
the Northeast Division standings 
with a 10-2-2 record, won a home 
playoff game for the first time since 
2005. 

“Winning a playoff game feels 
amazing, especially doing it at 
home,” said Pioneer’s captain Fed- 
erico Gutierrez, who anchors the 
defensive unit. “We were able to 
score four goals in tonight’s match, 
which will give us a lot of confi- 
dence going into tomorrow’s match 
against Seacoast.” 

Back in 2005, the Pioneers de- 
feated the Wilmington (North Car- 
olina) Hammerheads in the USL 
Second Division semifinals at Lu- 


Jordan Koduah sends a shot at the 
goal. Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 


sitano Stadium before losing to the 
Charlotte Eagles in penalty kicks. 

Jay Willis, who’s one of the Pi- 
oneer assistant coaches, along with 
Dennis Gomes and John Voight, 
was a member of the Pioneers 2005 
squad. 

The quarterfinal match began 
an hour later than it was scheduled 
to start. 

A thunderstorm passed by Lu- 
sitano Stadium delaying the start of 
the first quarterfinal match of the 
evening between the third-seeded 
Long Island Rough Riders and the 
sixth-seeded Seacoast United Phan- 
toms by about 45 minutes. That 
match was decided in extra time 
with the Phantoms pulling out a 2-1 
upset victory. 


Martin Oyenard fields a pass. 


Both of the Pioneers first half 
goals against the Cedar Stars (8-3- 
3), who are from New Jersey, were 
scored on free kicks by midfielder 
Samir Regragui, who’s from the 
United Kingdom. 

During the 22" minute of the 
first half, Sebastian Arriagado was 
fouled by a Cedar Stars player set- 
ting up the Pioneers first goal. 

Regragui, who’s a member of 
the AIC men’s soccer team, took 
the free kick from about 30 yards 
out. Cedar Stars goalie Ethan Koe- 
hler froze on Regragui’s line-drive 
shot, which sailed into the left cor- 
ner of the net. 

“Tt was a power shot, and luck- 
ily their goalie didn’t make the save 
on it,” said Regragui, who’s a first- 
year member of the Pioneers squad. 


Federico Ucar follows through on 
his shot. 


“It was good for us to get a 1-0 lead 
in this match. 

Late in the first half, Regragui 
converted another free kick from 
about 20 yards away giving his 
team a 2-0 halftime advantage. 

“T just saw the keeper posi- 
tioned on the other side of the goal 
and I sent a bender into the left cor- 
ner,’ Regragui added. “I’m more of 
a defensive midfielder, so it feels 
nice to get on the score sheet.” 

Regragui’s lone goal of the reg- 
ular season came in the final home 
match against Black Rock FC. 

Regragui, who played in 11 
regular season matches, took all of 
the Pioneers corner kicks and free 
kicks in the quarterfinal match. 
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Rameau has tough finish in Whelen 100 


LOUDON, N.H. -- It wasn’t 
the exact day that Sam Rameau 
and the Rameau Family Motor- 
sports team were looking for at 
New Hampshire Motor Speed- 
way, but Rameau drove the car 
to a solid 12th place finish in the 
Whelen 100 on Saturday, July 
17. In just his second NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour start of the 
season, Rameau struggled with 
power under the hood throughout 
the day, going a lap down in the 
middle of the race. 

However -- with the assis- 
tance of a timely lucky dog -- 
Rameau got back on the lead lap 
and charged to a solid 12th place 


something might be up with the 
motor -- I just think it’s a bit 
tired. It’s time for a new one. We 
look forward to getting to Beech 
Ridge Motor Speedway on Au- 
gust 21 for our next NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour race. It’s 
a good day when you come out of 
these shows in one piece and we 
did that today.” 

Sam Rameau will return to 
the track on Saturday, July 24, 
with the Tri Track Open Modi- 
fied Series at Star Speedway in 
Epping, New Hampshire. He cur- 
rently sits second in their cham- 
pionship standings with one vic- 
tory early in the season. For more 


finish in the No. 06 Central Mass 
Tree machine. The team worked 
hard all day and Rameau reward- 


Submitted photo 
Sam Rameau did not finish the way he wanted, coming in 12th in the 
Whelen 100 on July 17. 


information on Sam Rameau and 
Rameau Family Motorsports, 
visit SammyRameau.com and 
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ed them with a strong finish in the 
field of nearly 30 cars. 
“We struggled big time in 


practice with a carburetor issue 
this morning,” Rameau said. “We 


overcame that issue, but the car 
handled well all day. We think 


follow the team on Facebook. 


SAFL football returning this fall 


REGION - Sign-ups are still 
available in some communities, 
but the Suburban Amateur Foot- 
ball League is a full go for this 
fall with a tentative varsity sched- 
ule recently put out. The schedule 
is contingent on teams confirm- 
ing and having the numbers for 
competition. 

With overall numbers de- 
clining, the junior varsity sched- 
ule will have to wait until close 


to the season. According to the 
SAFL website, the league is be- 
ing helped out by Dick’s Sport- 
ing Goods with SAFL Football 
and Cheer Appreciation Weekend 
this weekend, July 23 to 25. The 
business is overing 20% off cou- 
pons to customers for anything in 
the store. 

Following that, the SAFL 
will begin holding a number of 
“weigh-in” dates for teams. The 


weigh-ins are to determine player 
eligibility for line and other po- 
sitions. 

There has not been an an- 
nouncement about the SAFL 
kickoff event usually held in late 
August and featuring teams in 
short exhibition games. It was 
last held in 2019 in Wilbraham. 
The 2020 season was completely 
cancelled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 


BLUE SOX | from page 9 


game! Antonio Balducci, the Valley Blue 
Sox pick for the NECBL All Star Game 
Fan Vote, has been leading the standings 
in both the Southern and Northern Divi- 
sions. Make sure to cast your votes and 
support the Blue Sox representing Holy- 
oke in Newport on Sunday, July 18th at 
the 2021 All Star Game. The Valley Blue 
Sox have many exciting promotions com- 
ing up in the remainder of the season. 
Here is a list of fun game nights to attend 
this summer 

July 21 — Holyoke Medical Center’s 
Clinic Night, with a first pitch thrown by 
Interim Mayor of Holyoke Terry Murphy. 

July 29 — O’Connell Development 
Group and Holyoke Boys and Girls Club 
Night, who are being honored with a do- 
nation. The Valley Blue Sox will be retir- 
ing #41 Endy Morales’ number in recog- 
nition of his time spent with the Blue Sox 
and all he has contributed to baseball in 
Western Mass. 

July 31 — UMass Amherst Athletics 
Night, where members of the National 
Champion UMass Hockey team will be in 
attendance, in addition to members of the 
women’s basketball team. Come down to 
MacKenzie Stadium for a photo with the 
National Champions and their trophy. 
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Click here to download the design tem- 
plates and related elements, read the guide- 
lines below and get designing. 

Guidelines: 

Designs should be submitted HERE us- 
ing the jersey templates 

The dotted lines on the template repre- 
sent areas of your design that may be cov- 
ered up by other uniform elements (such 
as numbers, collar, stitching, labels, etc). 
Don’t let the dotted lines inhibit your de- 
sign, but please realize that design elements 
in those areas may ultimately be covered up 
on the final jersey. 

Design elements on the shoulders and 
chest may end up being partially covered by 
logos. 

Please create your design by using 
the Thunderbirds branding colors and lo- 
gos provided HERE. This will allow us to 
re-create the design digitally when the jer- 
sey is sent to production. If you prefer to 
submit a jersey design built with a graphic 
design software program, that is acceptable 
but not necessary. File formats accepted in- 
clude: hi resolution .JPEG, .PDF, .AI, .EPS 

Fans can submit their jersey designs 
three different ways: 


RICHARD R. GREEN 
—— Insurance Agengy, Inc.— 


e AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ BUSINESS e LIFE 


¢ Great Locations © Free registry service 
® Quotes gladly given © We make housecalls 


Please visit our website for an auto, 
homeowners, or life insurance quotes 


Two Locations: 


es 


128 Main St. 
Monson, MA 
267-3495 


Fill out the form on MassLive and at- 
tach your file to your submission. 

Mail your submission to Springfield 
Thunderbirds, 45 Bruce Landon Way, 
Springfield, MA 01103. 

Email your submission to info @ spring- 
fieldthunderbirds.com. Make sure to clearly 
list your name, hometown, and phone num- 
ber in the email submission so that we can 
get in touch with you. 

The deadline to submit a jersey design 
is Sunday, August | at 5 p.m. 

Rules 

The top 16 designs chosen by the 
Thunderbirds will be finalists. 

The Thunderbirds staff and ownership 
will choose one winning design, which will 
be worn on Feb. 12, 2022 

The winning jersey design will become 
the property of the Springfield Thunder- 
birds 

The Thunderbirds reserve the right to 
make design modifications to the winning 
design, as needed. 

The winner will receive a personalized 
version of their jersey and a Thunderbirds 
Prize Pack. 


WALK TO 
ENID 


ALZHEIMER’S 


alzheimer's % association’ 


START A TEAM. RECRUIT. 
RAISE AWARENESS AND FUNDS. 
WALK WITH US. 


We're walking in 2021 — and we invite you to join us! 


© @turleysports 


www.turleysports.com 


EFjacebook.com/turleysports 


Turleysports 


Athlete of the WOeck 


Moutron 


Thomas Swift 
Pathfinder 


Swift, a member of the Monson Legion 
team, used a rare sacrifice bunt to helo 
Monson tie the score in a doubleheader 
against Aldenville. To nominate someone 
for Athlete of the Week, contact Managing 
Sports Editor Gregory A. Scibelli at 413- 
283-8393 ext. 258 or send an e-mail to 
gscibelli@turley.com. 


Our Family 
Cares 


Insurance Agency Inc About Your 


HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS — LIFE 


Family 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ATHLETE! 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 


143 West Street 
Ware, MA 01082 


45 North Main Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007 


www.moultoninsurance.com 


More companies, 


“bis seat more choices, 
Agen BETTER RATES! 
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was hit by a pitch, also scored on a 
wild pitch. 

Aldenville put two runners 
on base in the bottom half of the 
inning, but Mayberry ended the 
opening game with a pop-up and a 
flyball out. 

Aldenville took a 1-0 lead in 
game one following an RBI single 
to right by Darrian DeJesus with 
two outs in the third inning. DeJe- 
sus led the Alenville offensive at- 
tack with three hits in the opener. 

Monson tied the score in the 
top of the fourth on an RBI single 
to left field by Dominic Allen. 

Aldenville retook the lead in 
the sixth inning without the benefit 
of a base hit. 

Monson scored three runs in 
their final two at-bats to earn their 
first win of the Legion season. 

There was not as much drama 
in the nightcap. 


413-967-3327 ARBELLA 


INSURANCE 
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“Tm thankful that coach Molinari and 
my teammates have a lot of trust in me,” he 
said. “I always do my best at every training 
session and in every game. We just want to 
keep playing games together as long as pos- 
sible.” 

The home team took a 3-0 lead in the 
49" minute when forward Patrick Agyemang 
doubled the ball into the box before firing a 
low shot into the back of the net. 

Ten minutes later, Agyemang gained 
possession of the ball before sending a 
crossing pass to Ignacio Lerech, who put a 
shot into the left corner sealing the quarter- 
final victory. 

Lerech led the Pioneers with 11 goals 
during the regular season. 

The Cedar Stars played the final 30 
minutes of the contest with 10 men, as Tony 
Yeboah received a red card from referee 
Randall Kelley. 

Western Mass. goalkeeper Blake Mul- 
len only made two saves in posting his ninth 
shutout of the season. 

The other members of the Pioneers de- 
fensive unit besides Gutierrez are Federico 
Ucar, Nicholas Oberrauch, and Carlos Em- 
ery. 


Pioneer Valley 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
September 26, 2021 


Berkshire County 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
October 2, 2021 


Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Alejo Bzurovski looks up the field with possession of 
the ball. 


32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA 
566-0028 


Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 


Register today at 
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Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 


Journal Register 


Fax: 413-267-3496 
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com 


www.richardgreeninsurance.com 
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What you need to know about the Delta 
variant and its spread across the country 


SPRINGFIELD — Are you 
worried about the Delta variant? 

If you are unvaccinated, then 
you should be, notes Dr. Armando 
Paez, chief, Infectious Disease Di- 
vision at Baystate Health. 

According to Johns Hopkins 
University COVID-19 data for the 
first week of July, 24 states have 
seen an uptick of at least 10% in 
cases. First identified in India, the 
variant has accounted for 51.7% of all new COVID 
infections in the United States over a two-week period 
ending July 3, notes the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). 

The rapid spread of the variant along with the fact 
that as of Thursday, July 8, less than half of the U.S. 
population — 47.7% - was fully vaccinated, puts in 
jeopardy the nation’s efforts to beat the virus. 


Here are 10 things you need to know about the 
Delta variant: 

1. The Delta variant, also known as B.1.617.2, isa 
“variant of concern” per the Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention (CDC) classification. 

2. Similar to other variants previously reported, 
the Delta variant differs from the original strain due 
to genetic mutations that give it an advantage to infect 
more people, an adaptive evolution of the virus. 

3. Most concerning mutation of this variant is 
L452R that confer changes in the spike protein that 
make it more transmissible and can help it to evade the 
immune system. 

4. It was predicted to be and now is the dominant 
SARSCoV? variant circulating in the U.S. 

5. It is the most infectious strain reported so far, 
more infectious (~40-60% more) compared to the al- 
pha strain (first emerged in the UK, already ~ 50% 
more transmissible compared to original strain and the 
predominant strain in the U.S. until recently). 

6. It is still being evaluated and is unconfirmed if 
it is more dangerous compared to other strains. 

7. In general, COVID-19 due to the Delta variant 
is treated the same way at this time. 

8. Based on most recent reports, currently autho- 
rized COVID-19 vaccines (Pfizer, Moderna and John- 
son & Johnson) in the U.S. offer significant protec- 
tion against severe disease and hospitalization due to 
COVID-19 by the Delta variant. 

9. “Breakthrough” infections due to the Delta 
variant among vaccinated individuals can occur infre- 
quently, but most likely will be mild disease or asymp- 
tomatic cases. 

10. The most vulnerable individuals to the Del- 
ta variant are those unvaccinated who have not been 
previously infected. Thus getting vaccinated against 
COVID-19 is still the best and safest way to protect 
oneself against the Delta variant. 


Also, Dr. Paez offers more in-depth answers to 
your questions: 

Q: What effects do you expect the Delta variant 
will have in winning the battle against COVID-19 
in the country? 

A: As the Delta variant spreads more easily (and 
potentially more dangerous), our vaccination efforts 
should appropriately increase to help prevent the 
spread. As has been described before, it is a “race” be- 
tween vaccination and infection. Getting completely 
vaccinated remains the most effective and safest way 
to protect against COVID-19. 

Q: There is talk about a Delta variant and 
“Delta plus” now, what is the difference? 

A: The “Delta plus variant,’ also known as 
B.1.617.2.1 or AY.1., is a sub lineage of the Delta vari- 
ant. It acquired an additional mutation, K417N (also 
found in Beta and Gamma variants), that changes the 
spike protein that can make it even possibly more 
transmissible. It does not appear to be common at this 
time. 

Q: How does the Delta variant differ from oth- 
er COVID-19 variants? Are symptoms worse? How 
more contagious is it? Does it result in more severe 
illness? 

A: The Delta variant has genetic mutations that 
make it different from the original strain and other 
variants. The most concerning mutation is the L452R 
that confer changes in the spike protein making it more 
transmissible and help evade the immune system. It is 
estimated to be about 40 to 60% more transmissible 
than the Alpha variant (B.1.1.7). It appears to have a 
minimal effect on the monoclonal antibody therapies 
and moderate reduction in neutralization by the anti- 
bodies from those who recovered from COVID-19 and 
vaccination. Based on one study in Scotland, the Delta 
variant is associated with increased risk of hospital- 
ization compared to the Alpha strain, particularly in 
those individuals with other medical conditions. It is 
still being confirmed if it can truly cause more seri- 
ous illness. Fortunately, the COVID-19 vaccinations 
are still very effective in preventing serious illness and 
hospitalization due to COVID-19. 

Q: Will the other variants continue to spread 
as well? 

A: Other variants may continue to spread but the 
variant that is most transmissible will eventually pre- 
dominate. The virus will continue to spread among 
those unvaccinated who were not previously infected 
(and recovered). If we reduce this group by vaccina- 
tion, it will effectively prevent spread of the virus. 

Q: Who is at risk? 

A: The unvaccinated individuals who have not 
been infected (and recovered) from COVID-19 are 
most at risk because they are unprotected. 

Q: Will the vaccines protect against the Delta 
variant? 

A: Yes. Based on available information, complete 
vaccination with currently authorized COVID-19 vac- 
cines — Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson will 
offer significant protection from getting symptomatic 
infection and serious illness due to COVID-19. The 
level of protection continues to be investigated, but so 
far, it appears that vaccination significantly protects 
one from the Delta variant, but not 100%. 

Q: How can I protect myself against the Delta 
variant? 


A: If you are not yet completely 
vaccinated, get it done. In the meantime, 
continue to wear your mask, practice 
social distancing and wash your hands 
frequently. 

Q: What about young children 
who can’t get vaccinated yet? 

A: Vaccination studies in young 
children are ongoing and data should 
be available soon. In the meantime, un- 
vaccinated children should continue to 
wear a mask, particularly in indoor pub- 
lic places. 

Q: Some health experts continue 
to say you do not need to mask to pro- 
tect yourself against the Delta variant 
if you have been vaccinated? What is 
your opinion? 


TRUSTED 


A: If you are completely vaccinat- 
ed, the risk is significantly low in con- 
tracting COVID-19, particularly if you 
live in a community where there is low 
prevalence of infection. Masking may 
confer additional protection even if you 
are fully vaccinated in high prevalence 
areas, particularly in crowded settings 
as vaccination does not confer 100% 
protection. If you have a medical con- 
dition or are taking medications that 
weaken your immune system, masking 
also will offer extra protection. 

For more information on Baystate 
Health, visit HYPERLINK “https:// 
www.baystatehealth.org/” \t “_blank” 
baystatehealth.org. 
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OSV to present ‘Fairy Tale Farm’ 


STURBRIDGE - Beginning Aug. 
12 and running Thursday through Sun- 
day for the following two weekends, 
Old Sturbridge Village, the oldest living 
history museum in New England, will 
host the live performance “Fairy Tale 
Farm.” With a map in hand, guests will 
have the freedom to explore every inch 
of the village as the sun goes down. 

Guests will walk the village to var- 
ious buildings, which become the stage 
for each performance. Characters step 
out of their “homes” for the first time 
since the pandemic and are faced with 
real-world, grown-up issues. 

Pinocchio is a former child star 
coming to terms with his life as a “real 
boy.” 

Recently awakened Beauty (for- 
merly sleeping) is a princess-turned-In- 
stagram star. 

Little Red’s once-devoured grand- 
mother, Granny Lil, is back and feisty 


as ever. 

Goldilocks (who is newly engaged 
to Baby Bear) is an ambitious young 
tech entrepreneur launching her new 
product. 

A third little pig named Vincent 
whose rational thinking has kept him 
alive. 

Hansel, who’s determined to get in 
shape post-pandemic and Gretel, who’d 
prefer to stay in quarantine. 

Fairy Tale Farm at Old Sturbridge 
Village will also feature music by 
Worcester-based Gracie Day, whose 
mixture of rock and soul is “influenced 
by her parents’ music of the 60s and 
70s” will help bring the “enchanted” 
village to life. 

Tickets will be available through 
the Old Sturbridge Village Museum 
website. Adult member and non-mem- 
ber tickets are $20; youth member and 
non-member are $15. 


NEWSESINFORMATION 
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In times of uncertainty, rest assured that as your 


community newspaper, we are working hard with a 
local, regional and national network of official resources 
to keep you informed and up to date on the issues and 
developments that matter most to you. 
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subscribe Today at 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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Editor’s note: Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, events featured in the Journal 
Register, including those previewed in sto- 
ries, briefs and on the calendar page, may 
be canceled with little notice. The Journal 
Register encourages readers to contact 
event coordinators and organizers for up- 
dated event times. Have an event to pro- 
mote? Email the information (in a Word 
doc or as email text —no PDFs, please — to 
mharrison@ turley.com. 


NOW 


LEARN ABOUT MUSHROOMS: 
Ware Grange’s next gardening workshop, 
“Introduction to Mushroom Identification,” 
will be held 7 p.m. Friday, July 23, at the 
Grange Hall on Belchertown Road in Ware. 
Presenter will be Jess Evans from the Pio- 
neer Valley Mycological Association who 
will discuss characteristics of mushrooms 
and basics of mushroom identification, fo- 
cusing on common fungi found in our area. 
Due to social distancing, space is limited. 
Register in advance at waregrange@com- 
cast.net or call 413-284-1135. Masks are 
required. 


CHRISTMAS IN JULY CRAFTS 
FAIR: 11 a.m. July 24 Westview Creamery 
, 109 E Hill Road in Monson. Fun activi- 
ties for the whole family. For more, visit the 
Hugs from Monson Facebook page or call 
413-896-3962 or 413-627-0183. 


BOOK SIGNING: Chuck Nothe, a 
Monson native, author, and a Vietnam vet- 
eran will be signing his newest book, “Five 
Names on a Granite Slab” 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Saturday, July 24, on the patio at Monson 
Free Library. The donated 40 books the li- 
brary will sell for $25 with proceeds bene- 
fiting library programs. Although Nothe is 
a fiction writer, “Five Names on a Granite 
Slab” is a true story of the Monson, Mas- 


sachusetts men killed in Vietnam. The book 
is also available in Kindle form and paper- 
back on Amazon under the author’s name, 
Charles Nothe. 


MAGIC SHOW: The Tommy James 
Magic Show premiers on the Hitchcock 
Academy lawn in Brimfield 4 p.m. Monday, 
July 26. Tickets are $15 (if ordering more 
than three, pay $10 for each additional tick- 
et after the third one) and available at hitch- 
cockacademy.org. 


FREE ICE CREAM: In celebration 
of its first anniversary in Brimfield, First 
American Insurance Agency is offering free 
ice cream noon to 3 p.m. (while supplies 
last) July 27 at its branch on 30 Sturbridge 
Road in Brimfield. Non-client welcome. 


SUMMER CONCERT _ SERIES: 
Hitchcock Free Academy welcomes every- 
one to a summer concert series featuring 
a variety of music July 28-Aug. 25. Go to 
hitchcockacademy.org to view the schedule 
and for more information. 


THRIFT SHOP NOW OPEN: The 
Church Caboose Thrift Shop at Second 
Congregational Church, 1080 Pleasant 
Street in Palmer has bargains on clothing, 
household items, linens, books, crafts, puz- 
zles, games and more. Come and see Fri- 
days and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 

2 p.m. Call 283-6958 for more infor- 
mation. 


VIRTUAL DOG TRAINING 
COURSE WITH PET BEHAVIOR CON- 
SULTING: This six-week virtual course 
hosted by the Palmer Library will be held 
noon-! p.m. Fridays through Aug. 20. It 
begins with foundation skills that make up 
the base of all future training: teaching your 
dog to pay attention to you, develop im- 
pulse control, and calm down when you ask 


them to. Attend virtually with your dog and 
learn how to communicate and work togeth- 
er. These Zoom classes are free to attend 
but registration is required, space is limited 
and a six-week commitment is encouraged. 
Register at palmerlibrary.org/events. 

(PLEASE NOTE: The first eight par- 
ticipants who register will be able to inter- 
act and ask questions during each week’s 
class. The following 10 registrations will 
be added to the wait list. Participants in the 
wait list will be able to watch the classes, 
but will not be able to interact or ask ques- 
tions. Wait list participants will also fill any 
vacancies among the regular attendees in 
the order they registered.) 


SENIOR OUTREACH ASSISTANCE: 
Call Holland Senior Center’s Brenda Palm- 
er, outreach coordinator, at 413-245-7108 
ext. 115 or stop by the Center. Find out 
if you qualify for fuel or food assistance, 
transportation, as well as Aging in Place 
services. You might think you do not need 
it, but if you qualify for it, you certainly de- 
serve it. 


SOON 

FREE CONCERT: The Keep Home- 
stead Museum, located at 35 Ely Road, 
Monson, is excited to present a free concert 
at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 1, featuring the 
popular group Livestock, which uses tra- 
ditional bluegrass instrumentation to inter- 
pret a somewhat wider musical collection, 
reaching out into blues, folk, country, and 
rock ‘n roll for their confirmed label of 
Bluegrass and Americana. The concert will 
be held on the lawn. In case of rain, it will 
be held in the barn. Refreshments will not 
be served, but you are welcome to bring 
your own. Water will be available. Attend- 
ees are encouraged to bring a lawn chair or 
a blanket. Social distancing is appreciated. 
There is no admission fee, but donations are 
welcome. 


AT THE PALMER LIBRARY 


The “Tails & Tales” themed summer 
reading program — open to all ages — as well 
as the adult programming and events, are 
offered to provide an enriching and enter- 
taining experience for residents all summer 
long. Patrons of all ages can sign-up for the 
2021 Tails & Tales Summer Reading Pro- 
gram at palmer.beanstack.org and at the end 
of the summer receive book prizes, T-shirts, 
and be entered to win a raffle prize. 


AT THE HOLLAND LIBRARY 


The Holland Library is now full 
re-opened. Hours are 3-8 p.m. Mon- 
day-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday and 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday. 


SUMMER READING PROGRAM: 
For residents 12 and younger, get your 
summer reading in and have a chance to win 
weekly prizes now through Aug. 28. Partici- 
pation is easy, just follow these steps: 

Visit the library to register and receive 
your kick-off bag with a reading log and fun 
summer stuff. 

Read, or have a story read to you, for 
20 minutes a day or more. 

Place a sticker on your reading log 
each day you read. 

Read five days a week, or more, and 
receive a WEEKLY PRIZE and a ticket for 
the GRAND PRIZE drawing! 

Bring your reading log to the library, 
show us your reading stickers for the week, 
get your prize and ticket for the GP draw- 
ing!! 

THEMED PROGRAMS: 

Saturdays — Now-Aug. 7 

Thursdays — through Aug. 19 

Call the library for updates 

Coming this Summer: Tails and Tales 
Children’s Summer Reading Program. 


Follow the Library on Facebook. Join the 
Community Book Club: The book club 
will meet online via Zoom. Copies of the 
monthly book selection, in a variety of for- 
mats, are available for curbside checkout at 
the library. Contact the Holland Communi- 
ty Center for more information by calling 
them at 413-245-3163. Like them on Face- 
book for updates. To Join the Zoom meet- 
ing: Meeting ID: 736 9214 3025; Passcode: 
p95795. 

SUMMER READING: The Holland 
Library has all the summer reading for Tan- 
tasqua High and Middle school students. 
Just ask at the desk! 


SIGN UP NOW 


POETRY WORKSHOP: Come and 
Write at the House of Art. A four-week po- 
etry event sponsored by the Monson Arts 
Council on Monday evenings, Sept.13, 20, 
27 and Oct. 4 from 6:30-8:30. Fee for this 
special poetry event will be $15 for all four 
sessions led by Monson poet Gay Paluch. 
The workshop will be a place where peo- 
ple write, share and explore types of poetry, 
search for places to publish, and learn to 
constructively critique poetry. 

In 2011, Gay published her poems 
“Just This Morning,” illustrated in water- 
colors by the late Virginia Midyette. She 
has also been published in several journals, 
including Freshwater, Silkworm 10, 11 and 
12, the Common Ground Review, and The 
Anthology of Found Poetry. 

There will be a six person limit to at- 
tend this event. Sign up early! To register, 
email Maureen@goodread.com or Mau- 
reen@monsonartscouncil.org. 


Send Us Your 
Autumn Event 
Information 


Turley Publications will 


FREE OF CHARGE in our 
Autumn Fest Supplement 


Event Name 


Date/Time 


Location 


ZB which will be published 


*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email. 


September 8, 2021. 


Description 


Total circulation of 85,000 
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l 
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l 
l 


Deadline 

for Calendar 
submissions Is 
August 16. / 


reaching over 200,000 readers 
in the Pioneer Valley. 


Cost 


MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO: 
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley 


Contact name & phone number for more information 


or email* them to: jamie@turley.com 


Community 
Autumn Events 


Event Should Be Non-Profit 
& Open to the Public 


FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 


DEATH 
NOTICES 


Bessie Labonte 
(Montos), 93 
Died: July 14, 2021 


July 22, 2021 


The Journal Register 


OBITUARY POLICY 


obits @turley.com. 
Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


Qi 
7 


Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 
date of death and funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, which allows 


families to publish extended death notice information of their 
own choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: 


OBITUARITIE 'S 


Bessie (Montos) Labonte, 93 


PALMER — Bessie (Mon- 
tos) Labonte, 93, died of natural 


causes on July 14, 2021. 


Born in Chicopee Nov. 29, 
1927, her parents were James 
and Catherine (Nikitos) Mon- 
tos. Bessie grew up in Chicopee 
Falls, and in 1946 she married 
Joseph (Al) Labonte of Chicop- 
ee. They lived in Chicopee Falls, 
then moved to Granby in 1951. 
In 1962, they moved to Lake 
Joseph 
died in 2011, and Bessie con- 
tinued to live there until 2017, 
when she moved to Keystone 
Commons in Ludlow, then to 
The Wellington in Springfield in 


Thompson in Palmer. 


2019. 


Bessie worked part-time at 
area factories once her children 
were all in school, retiring from 
Wrights in Warren when her 
husband retired. They enjoyed 
camping and wintering in Flor- 


ida for many years. 
In her leisure, she en- 
joyed having a cup 
of coffee and playing 
cards with a friend or 
just visiting. She was 
a fun-loving and funny 
person loved by many. 

She was a devot- 
ed and loving mother 
of seven children. She 
will be deeply missed by her six 
surviving children: Susan Wil- 
liams of Bellow Falls, Vt. and 
her life partner Edward; Cath- 
erine Cloutier and her husband 
Edward of Wilmington, Del.; 
Elaine Phifer and her husband 
Stephen of Brimfield; Diane 
Hazen and her husband Stu of 
Brimfield; David Labonte of 
Palmer; and AnnMarie Potts and 
her husband Joe of Pennsauken, 
N.J. 


A son, Joseph Labonte 


> 


Jr., died in infancy 
in 1958. Bessie also 
leaves a large num- 
ber of grandchildren, 

~~. great grandchildren, 
“ nieces, and nephews. 
| She loved each and ev- 
ery one and was proud 
of them all. She also 
leaves her brother-in- 
law Joseph (Rael) La- 
bonte of New York and his life 
partner Yvette, and sister-in-law 
Marta (Marty) Labonte of Flori- 
da, who were much loved. 

A funeral service was held 
July 19 at Beers & Story Palm- 
er Funeral Home, followed by 
burial at St. Thomas Cemetery. 

For those wishing, dona- 
tions may be made in her mem- 
ory to the Alzheimer’s Associ- 
ation. For online guest book, 
please visit beersandstory.com. 


Country Bank recognizes the 
President's Platinum Recipients 


WARE — Country Bank, a 
full-service financial institution 
serving central and western Massa- 
chusetts, announced the recipients 
of the 2020 President’s Platinum 
Award. The bank’s recognition 
program, “CB Shines,” encourages 
staff members to be on the lookout 
for co-workers who embody the 
bank’s corporate values. 

Within this program, an em- 
ployee can receive different levels 
of recognition: Silver Spotlight 
(awarded anytime), Gold Star 
(awarded quarterly) and the Pres- 
ident’s Platinum (awarded annual- 
ly). 

“Country Bank’s staff mem- 
bers contribute to the bank’s suc- 
cess in so many ways throughout 
the year, and we are delighted to 
celebrate their contributions,” said 
Country Bank President and CEO. 
“We know 2020 was a unique 
year for many and the recipients 
were very deserving of this award. 
The 2020 President’s Platinum 
award was presented to both Di- 
anna Lussier, risk management 
officer, and Nicholas Thompson, 
assistant manager, customer care 
center. Dianna and Nicholas both 
embody the bank’s corporate val- 
ues. In addition, their nominators 
recognized the contributions they 
make to the organization, their cus- 
tomers and co-workers. Our staff 
members are extremely dedicated, 
knowledgeable and committed to 
delivering the best service both to 
their external customers as well as 
their internal customers’, stated 
Paul Scully, President, and CEO of 
Country Bank. 


“Dianna’s _—_ forward-looking 
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Nicholas Thompson, left, and Dianna Lussier were recently awarded 
Country Bank’s 2020 President’s Platinum Award. 


and collaborative manner, as well 
as her willingness to think outside 
the box and assist others when a 
problem arises, is noteworthy,” 
said Dawn Fleury, first senior vice 
president, and chief risk officer. 
“In addition, Dianna looks to add 
value in her cross-divisional re- 
lationships, assumes extra duties 
when needed, and is considerate of 
other’s opinions.” 

“T am extremely honored and 
grateful to have been named the 
co-recipient of the prestigious 
2020 President’s Platinum Award. 
Winning this award would not 
have been possible without my 
mentors and colleagues’ endless 
support and encouragement. I have 
learned to challenge myself and 
to use successes and setbacks as 
a way to continually develop my 
skillset,” said Lussier. 

“Nick is a driven individu- 
al and is committed to improving 
his skillset by stepping out of his 


comfort zone and learning new 
things. Nick has been recognized 
for his professionalism and knowl- 
edge in Retail Banking. One of the 
most notable things about Nick is 
he doesn’t shy away from times of 
friction or discomfort,” said Ashe- 
ly Swett, customer care center 
manager. 

“Being a recipient of the Pres- 
idential Platinum Award is such an 
amazing honor. I am thankful to 
Paul and to Country Bank for all 
of the opportunities that have been 
provided to me,” said Thompson. 

Country Bank is a full-service 
mutual community bank serving 
central and western Massachusetts 
with 14 offices in Ware, Palm- 
er, West Brookfield, Brimfield, 
Belchertown, Wilbraham, Ludlow, 
Leicester, Paxton, Charlton, and 
Worcester. 
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Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display 
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PALMER POLICE 
DEPT. 


The Palmer Police Department 
responded to 400 calls and made 
seven arrests or summons for ar- 
rests July 13-20. Those arrested 
will appear at the Palmer District 
Court and are innocent until proven 


guilty: 


Thursday, July 15 

Justin Walker Ross, 21, of 125 
Fenton Rd., Monson, was arrested 
at 4:20 p.m., on Park Street in Palm- 
er, on charges of operating a motor 
vehicle under the influence of liquor 
and negligent operation of a motor 
vehicle. 


Sunday, July 18 

Jason Slattery, 47, of 140 Cen- 
tral, N. Reading, was arrested at 
7:29 a.m., on Wilbraham Street in 
Palmer, on charges of operating a 
motor vehicle influence of liquor 
and negligent operation of a motor 
vehicle. 


PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department 
responded to 16 calls July 14 -19: 


On Wednesday, July 14, at 
11:44 a.m., the department respond- 
ed to a smoke detector activation on 
Orchard Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 12:06 p.m. 

On Thursday, July 15, at 10:37 
a.m., the department responded to a 
smoke detector activation on North 
Main Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 11:13 a.m. 

On Thursday, July 15, at 3:53 
p.m., the department responded to 
motor vehicle accident with a fluid 
spill on Thorndike Street. The de- 
partment returned to service at 4:15 
p.m. 
On Thursday, July 15, at 4:21 
p.m., the department responded to a 
motor vehicle accident with an in- 
jury on Park Street. The department 
returned to service at 4:43 p.m. 

On Friday, July 16, at 9:20 
a.m., the department responded to 
a medical assist call on Thorndike 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 9:52 a.m. 

On Friday, July 16, at 3:43 
p.m., the department responded to a 
smoke detector activation on Breck- 
enridge Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 3:53 p.m. 

On Saturday, July 17, at 2:48 
a.m., the department responded to 
a medical assistance call on Hill 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 3:32 a.m. 

On Sunday, July 17, at 3:39 
a.m., the department responded to a 
smoke detector activation on North 
Main Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 3:43 a.m. 

On Sunday, July 17, at 3:20 
p.m., the department responded to 
a medical assistance call on Breck- 
enridge Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 3:41 p.m. 

On Sunday, July 17, at 5:38 
p.m., the department responded to 
a vehicle extrication on North Main 
Street. The department returned to 
service ata 5:58 p.m. 

On Saturday, July 17, at 8:41 
p.m., the department responded to 
a flood assessment call on Rondeau 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 11:58 p.m. 

On Sunday, July 18, at 10:15 
a.m., the department responded to 


an alarm activation on Main Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 10:28 a.m. 

On Monday, July 19, 8:15 a.m., 
the department responded to a wa- 
ter evacuation on Stimson Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 10:34 a.m. 

On Monday, July 19, at 11:39 
a.m., the department responded 
to a smoke detector activation on 
Church Street in Thorndike. The 
department returned to service at 
12:25 p.m. 

On Monday, July 19, at 6:27 
p.m., the department responded to a 
smoke detector activation on North 
Main Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 6:43 p.m. 


THREE RIVERS 


The Three Rivers Fire Depart- 
ment responded to two calls July 
13-18. 


On Tuesday, July 13, at 4:34 
p.m., the department responded to 
a public assistance call on Maple 
Lane. The department returned to 
service at 4:55 p.m. 

On Sunday, July 18, at 9:18 
a.m., the department responded to 
an EMS incident on Calkins Road. 
The department returned to service 
at 9:43 a.m. 


BONDSVILLE 
The Bondsville Fire Depart- 


ment responded to four calls July 
13-19: 


On Wednesday, July 14, at 
11:26 p.m., the department re- 
sponded to a mutual aid call in Riv- 
er Street in Belchertown for a struc- 
ture fire. The department returned to 
service at 12:40 a.m. 

On Thursday, July 15, at 1:13 
p.m., the department responded to 
a medical assistance call on Main 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 1:30 p.m. 

On Saturday, July 17, at 8:41 
p.-m., the department responded 
to a mutual aid call to Ware and 
Rondeau Street in Palmer to assist 
the Palmer Fire Department. The 
department returned to service at 
11:45 p.m. 

On Monday, July 19, at 4:38 


p-m., the department responded to a 
smoke detector activation on State 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 5:34 p.m. 


MONSON 


The Monson Fire Department 
responded to 10 fire calls and 22 
EMS calls July 11-18: 

On Monday, July 12, at 7:59 
a.m., the department responded to 
an electrical fire on Main Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 8:40 a.m. 

On Monday, July 12, at 11:35 
a.m., the department responded to 
downed power lines on Ely Road. 
The department returned to service 
at 12:21 a.m. 

On Monday, July 12, at 1:55 
p.m., the department responded to a 
fire alarm activation on State Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 2:12 p.m. 

On Tuesday, July 13, at 8:42 
a.m., the department responded 
to a fire alarm activation on Silver 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 9:13 a.m. 

On Tuesday, July 13, at 2:09 
p-m., the department responded to 
a cooking fire on Belmont Avenue. 
The department returned to service 
at 3:03 p.m. 

On Thursday, July 15, at 9:20 
p-m., the department assisted an 
EMS call on Betty Jean Drive. The 
department returned to service at 
10:30 p.m. 

On Saturday, July 17, at 9:14 
p.m., the department responded to 
mutual aid on Ware Street in Palm- 
er to assist the Palmer Fire Depart- 
ment. The department returned to 
service at 12:13 a.m. 

On Sunday, July 18, at 7:54 
a.m., the department responded to 
a submerged vehicle in water on 
Hospital Road. The department re- 
turned to service at 8:00 a.m. 

On Sunday, July 18, at 8:33 
a.m., the department responded to 
a public assistance call on East Hill 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 10:00 a.m. 

On Sunday, July 18, at 7:08 
p-m., the department responded to a 
fire alarm activation on Woodridge 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 7:35 p.m. 


Eastern States Exposition hosts 4-H 
summer event, July 25-29 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - Eastern States Exposition 
will present the 4-H Summer Event for agricultural-mind- 
ed youth in the region to showcase their educational work 
and take part in competitions with their animals, Sunday, 


July 25 through Thursday, July 29. 


Competitions will take place for dogs, horses, dairy 


Mallary West 


Beef Orientation in Mallary West 
5 to 6:30 p.m. 4-H Beef Judging Contest in 


6 to 7 p.m. 4-H Dairy Orientation in Mallary West 


7 p.m. 4-H Dairy Goat Milk Out in Mallary East 


(Ring 2) 


cows, sheep, dairy goats, and beef cattle. ESE has worked 


closely with its partner, the New England 4-H Council on 
planning and procedures for the event. 

ESE Trustee and committee member Nick Barishian 
said, “We have joined forces with all six New England 
4-H Programs, 4-H Staff, 4-H Volunteers, and 4-H Youth 
from across New England to re-imagine the New En- 
gland 4-H Program to take its current best-in-class event, 
and bring it to an even better place, truly living the 4-H 


motto to ‘Make the Best Better.’” 


The event is sponsored by Eastern States Exposition, 
Farm Credit East and the New England 4-H Council. 

4-H activities and events will continue to be held 
during The Big E, Sept. 17 to Oct. 3, including the New 
England 4-H Grilled Cheese and Milkshake Contests, 
various judging contests and skill-a-thons and project 
demonstrations of regional 4-H Clubs, which take place 
in the New England Center. The 4-H Beef Sale will also 
be held Sept. 27, and the public is invited to bid on the 
steers raised by 4-H-ers. 

Additionally, 
tive programming is be- 
ing developed to further 
support 4-H youth and to 
educate them on career op- 
portunities and workforce 
development. 

The 2021 4-H summer 
daily schedule includes: 

Sunday, July 25 

Noon 8 p.m. 4-H Dog 
Rally and Showmanship in 
the Coliseum 

Monday, July 26 

8 a.m. to noon 
4-H Dog Quiz Bowl and 
Awards in the Coliseum 

3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 4-H 


(Ring 2) 


lary West 


North 


Tuesday, July 27 
7 am. 4-H Dairy Goat Milk Out in Mallary East 


9 to 11 a.m. 4-H Beef Marketing Contest in Mal- 
10:30 a.m. 4-H Dairy Goat Fitting and Showing in 


Mallary East (Ring 2) 
1 to 4 p.m. 4-H Beef Showmanship in Mallary 


2 to 6 p.m. 4-H Horse Show in the Coliseum 


West 
East (Ring 2) 
lary Rotunda 


(Ring 2) 


innova- 


Mallary North 


4 p.m. 


West 


Mallary North 


3 to 5 p.m. 4-H Dairy Clipping Contest in Mallary 
4 to 6 p.m. 4-H Dairy Goat Jr Doe Show in Mallary 
5 to 8 p.m. 4-H Beef Cooking Contest in the Mal- 
7 p.m. 4-H Dairy Goat Milk Out in Mallary East 


Wednesday, July 28 

7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 4-H Horse Show in the Coliseum 
and Paddock North 

8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 4-H Beef Type and Steer Show in 


9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 4-H Dairy Goat Sr. and Un-Reg. 
Doe Show in Mallary East (Ring 2) 

9:30 a.m. 4-H Sheep Show and Fitting plus Show 
in Mallary East (Ring 3) 

2 to 7 p.m. 4-H Dairy Type Show in Mallary North 
4-H Beef Records in Mallary 
Thursday, July 29 
7 a.m.to | p.m. 4-H Horse Show in the Coliseum 
8 to 11 a.m. 4-H Beef Skill-A-Thon in Mallary 


9 a.m. to | p.m. 4-H Dairy Showmanship in 


1 p.m. 4-H Dairy Awards in Mallary North 
1 to 2 p.m. 4-H Beef Awards in Mallary West 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $175.00 
Seasoned cut & split $225.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv- 
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348- 
4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run communitypapersne.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


MILITARY ITEMS, COLLEC- 


TIONS. Non dealer. Best prices. Civil 
War- Vietnam, medals, patches, weap- 
ons, documents. U.S., German, For- 
eign. I'll come to you. 413-262-8206. 


1*******A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


DK 
Powerwashing 


We powerwash houses, decks, 
patios. roof cleaning/ 
non-pressure wash. Removes ugly 
dark staining & moss. 

Free estimates. Fully insured, 
owner operated, 

Call (413)297-4276 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


JOHN SHEA’S APPLIANCE RE- 
PAIR Get it done right!!! Same day 
service. 508-867-7124, 774-200- 
1391 Check us out on facebook 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237- 
2250 Mark 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $30/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 


BUY 
LOCALLY 


Support oun co | 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- 
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex- 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex- 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


Neilsen’s Advanced Tree Management. 
Offering Residential and commercial 
Tree Work. Quality work, reasonable 
prices. Call Ron Neilsen (413)813- 
5778 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


CDL DRIVER/LABORER Fountain 
and Sons Construction is seeking a full 
time CDL truck driver/laborer. Please 
call (413)436-5705 to inquire. 


CONSTRUCTION WORKER Well 
established Western MA General Con- 
tractor seeking well-rounded individual 
with Carpentry and Metal Building ex- 
perience. Must have a valid driver's 
license. Email resume to pjhc @ abuild- 
ers.com or 413-536-0021 


HELP WANTED LANDSCAPE 
AND NURSERY WORK. Full and 
Part time. Call Green Gardens, Rut- 
land, MA (508)886-6691 


HOUSE KEEPER and errands 
needed for female in Palmer call 
(413)283-2508. 


HVAC TECHNICIAN/INSTALL- 
ER needed for commercial/residential 
work. FT position available. Motivated 
and experienced. Please call 413- 
323-4123 between the hours of 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m. 


f Post your 
| a\s job openings 
—_ in our 
om classifieds. 


We get results! 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$35.50 


Address: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin ———— 


Village Hills 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Circulation: 


BELCHERTOWN 


Hilltowns 


Circulation: 9,800 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 


the Suburban Residential ZONE 


Base Price 
$34.00 


for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


Add $10 for a second Zone 


Base Price 
$36.00 


or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


Town: 


Number of Weeks: 


State: Zip: 


Credit Card: 
Card #: 


1 MasterCard 


QO VISA 


U1 Discover 


Q) Cash 
Exp. Date 


Amount of charge: 


X per week rate = $ 
Q) Check# 
CVV 


Date: 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 


Ke 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


HUBBARDSTON 


EE 
RT 


WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD ) BROOKFIELD' 


‘STURBRIDGE 


ey an 


Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WEST 
‘SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


a> 
J 


X Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


Suburban 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


TOWN OF PALMER: PAYROLL 

AND HR SPECIALIST 
The Town of Palmer is looking for an 
individual who possesses the skills 
needed to process a bi-weekly pay- 
roll. Responsibilities include some HR 
functions and reconciling of vendor 
accounts. This applicant should be de- 
tail oriented and have excellent math 
and interpersonal skills. Knowledge 
of Microsoft word and excel are also 
necessary. This is a part time, bene- 
fited position. Pay will be commensu- 
rate with a combination of skills and 
experience, $18.77-$20.98. Email a 
cover letter and resume to rmenutt@ 
townofpalmer.com 


COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


FOR RENT APPROXIMATELY 
800 SQ. FT. with easy access. Good 
for storage etc. Also have approxi- 
mately 1600 Sq. Ft. unit with street 
level entrance. Call (413)967-7772 
for more information. Reasonable rent 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 


REAL 


Results 


REAL 
REAL 


(Croyalalsveite)ats 
ADVERTISE TODAY! 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


Heat and hot water included 
«Ample Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
Community Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


*Cats Welcome 
Extra Storage 
24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


aé 


OPPORTUNITY 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
WE ARE THE REAL DEAL! 


12 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving the Local Communities 


Agawam Advertiser News @ Barre Gazette 
Chicopee Register ¢ Country Journal 
Journal Register ¢ Quaboag Current 

The Register ¢ Sentinel ¢ The Sun 
Town Reminder ¢ Ware River News 
Wilbraham Times 


413.283.8393 
Www.newspapers.turley.com 
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Public notices 
PALMER and plan may be inspected at of the General Laws of Commission will hold a pub- FORMAL ceeding. If you fail to file Public Hearing Notice 
CONSERVATION the Palmer Town Hall in the LEGAL NOTICE the Commonwealth of lic meeting on Wednesday, ADJUDICATION a timely written appearance In accordance with the 
COMMISSION Conservation Commission MONSON Massachusetts, Chapter 131, July 28, 2021 at 7:00 PM To all interested persons: and objection followed by provisions of Chapter 40A, 
PUBLIC HEARING Office, 4417 Main Street, CONSERVATION Section 40, and the Town of _ in the Selectboard Meeting A Petition for Formal an Affidavit of Objections Section 11, M.G.L. the 
NOTICE Palmer, MA 01069 or con- COMMISSION Palmer Wetlands Ordinance, Room, 110 Main St., Adjudication of Intestacy within thirty (30) days ofthe Brimfield Planning Board 


In accordance with the 
Wetland Protection Act 
of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, Chapter 131, 
Section 40, and the Town of 
Palmer Wetlands Ordinance, 
Chapter 143, the Palmer 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, August 3, 2021 at 
7:00 PM on the application 
of Henry Rigali of 208 River 
Drive, Hadley, MA 01035. 

The applicant has sub- 
mitted a Notice of Intent for 
activities associated with 
proposed construction of a 
single family home, leach 
facility, well and driveway. 
The work is proposed with- 
in the 100-foot Buffer Zone 
to Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands (BVW). 

The project site is locat- 
ed 42 Mason Street in 
Palmer, MA 01069, and 
is identified as: Assessor’s 
Map 2-59. 

Any interested persons 
wishing to be heard on the 
application should appear at 
the time and place designat- 
ed. A copy of the application 


tact the office at 283-2611. 
Donald Blais, Jr, Chair 
Palmer Conservation 
Commission 
07/22/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MONSON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

Under the requirements 
of M.G.L. Chapt. 131, s.40, 
the Monson Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub- 
lic meeting on Wednesday 
July 28, 2021 at 7:20 PM 
in the Selectboard Meeting 
Room, 110 Main St., 
Monson, MA. Under con- 
sideration is a Request 
for a Determination of 
Applicability to determine 
if the work associated with 
upgrading the subsurface dis- 
posal system at 57 Lakeshore 
Dr., Map 4, Lot 15 is subject 
to the Wetlands Protection 
Act. Applicant is Charles 
Secrease. 

Submitted by: 

Monson 

Conservation Commission 

07/22/2021 


Under the requirements 
of M.G.L. Chapt. 131, s.40, 
the Monson Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub- 
lic meeting on Wednesday, 
July 28, 2021 at 7:10 PM 
in the Selectboard Meeting 
Room, 110 Main St., 
Monson, MA. Under con- 
sideration is a Request 
for a Determination of 
Applicability to determine 
if the work associated with 
redevelopment of rear yard 
and ancillary features with- 
in the riverfront area at 102 
Lakeside Dr., Monson, MA 
Map 75, Lot 4 is subject to 
the Wetlands Protection Act. 
Representing the applicant 
is Adrienne Dunk, GZA 
GeoEnvironmental Inc. 


Chapter 143, the Palmer 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public meeting 
on Tuesday, August 3, 2021 
at 7:00 PM on the applica- 
tion of Michelle Paul of 29 
Cedar Hill Street in Palmer, 
MA 01069. 

The applicant is request- 
ing a determination to see if 
the work associated with the 
repair of a septic system is 
subject to the MA Wetlands 
Protection Act and the 
Town of Palmer Wetlands 
Protection Ordinance. 

The location of the pro- 
posed project is 29 Cedar 
Hill Street, Palmer MA 
01069 and is also known as: 
Assessor’s Map 2-97. 

Donald Blais, Jr., Chair, 


Submitted by: Palmer Conservation 
Monson Commission 
Conservation Commission 07/22/2021 
07/22/2021 
PALMER LEGAL NOTICE 
CONSERVATION MONSON 
COMMISSION CONSERVATION 
PUBLIC MEETING COMMISSION 
NOTICE Under the requirements 


In accordance with the 
Wetland Protection Act 


of M.G.L. Chapt. 131, s.40, 
the Monson Conservation 


Monson, MA. Under con- 
sideration is a Request 
for a Determination of 
Applicability to determine 
if the work associated with 
the installation of a slipline 
into the culvert located on 
Hancock Rd Monson, MA 
(reference addresses 248 
Butler Rd., 12 Hancock Rd.) 
is subject to the Wetlands 
Protection Act. Applicant 


is Monson Highway 
Department. 
Submitted by: 
Monson 


Conservation Commission 
07/22/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0628EA 
Estate of: 

Grace Delight Sullivan 
Date of Death: 11/17/1971 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 


and Appointment of 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Donna G 
Sullivan of Brookfield, MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Donna G Sullivan 
of Brookfield, MA be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu- 
pervised administration. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
08/16/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objec- 
tion if you object to this pro- 


return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an _ unsuper- 
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri- 
bution of assets and expens- 
es of administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: July 19, 2021 

Rosemary A Saccomani 

Register of Probate 
07/22/2021 


will hold a public hear- 
ing, on the following: The 
Brimfield Planning Board 
will be holding a Site Plan 
Review Public Hearing for T. 
Reardon Builders, Incforthe 
proposed project of a 182 
unit multi-building self stor- 
age facility and supporting 
infrastructure which is locat- 
ed at Sturbridge Road (parcel 
id: Map #15 Block #B, Lot 
10.1) on August 4, 2021 at 
theBrimfield Town Hall (21 
MainStreet) at 7:45 p.m. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wishing 
to be heard on the application 
can contact the Brimfield 
Planning Board or appear at 
the time and place designated 
above. 

A copy of theapplica- 
tion maybe inspected at the 
Planning Board Office in the 
Town Hall, please call 413- 
245-4100 x1153 or email 
planning @brimfieldma.org. 
07/15, 7/22/2021 


Entertainment 


MOVIE REVIEW 
Marvel Universe jumps 


back in time with 
‘Black Widow 


By Bob Garver 


After more than two years, the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe is back on the big screen! 

Due to the pandemic, the MCU’s poor fans have 
had to spend the last six months sustaining themselves 
merely on the three streaming series that have brought 
the entire medium to new heights. But now it’s time to 
start blowing up the box office again. 

A mere two weeks after 2021 delivered its biggest 
hit yet with “F9: The Fast Saga,” the bar is being raised 
once again by arguably the biggest franchise in cine- 
matic history. The film’s $87 million domestic haul this 
past weekend is certainly a boon to the box office. But 
I anticipate those numbers dropping off pretty quickly 
because this is not one of the MCU’s better installments. 

The MCU, for all its success, has had some notice- 
able insecurities in recent years when it comes to its fe- 
male characters. Rival comic book franchise the DCEU 
got “Wonder Woman” to theaters in 2017, and the MCU 
has been desperately trying to play catch-up ever since. 
First there was the way they bragged about giving The 
Wasp top billing (alongside male superhero Ant-Man) 
in a 2018 film. Then there was the female-led “Captain 
Marvel” in 2019, which was probably the boldest step 
in the process, but still didn’t impress audiences the 
way they hoped. That pan across the franchise’s female 
heroes in “Avengers: Endgame” was a pathetic cry for 
approval. And now we’re getting an unwarranted Black 
Widow movie even though the character has already 
been written out of the franchise. 

The film takes place in 2016, between “Captain 
America: Civil War,’ but before “Avengers: Infinity 
War.” Natasha Romanoff aka Black Widow (Scarlett 
Johansson) is on the run from government forces led by 
Gen. Thaddeus Ross (William Hurt) when she’s sent a 
mysterious item by her former “sister” Yelena Belova 
(Florence Pugh). The two aren’t really sisters, but they 
posed as sisters while they were stationed as Russian 
sleeper agents in the 1990s. They and “parents” Alex- 
ei (David Harbour) and Melina (Rachel Weisz) formed 
something close to a real family before the girls were 
taken away by Gen. Dreykov (Ray Winstone) for long 
stints in assassin training. 

Now the time has come to shut down Dreykov’s 
operation once and for all, but it will require getting the 
“family” back together even though they all hate each 
other and were never a real family anyway. 

The good news is that Pugh, Harbour, and Weisz 
are all great in this movie. It’s a lock that Black Widow 
herself will go on to the Infinity War, but the fates of 
the other three aren’t so certain, so we can get caught 
up in their stakes. On top of that, the actors have good 
chemistry and their jokes hit at a good ratio. 

The bad news is that since Black Widow has been 
raised to be a killing machine, the character and the 
movie as a whole are noticeable robotic. 

“Black Widow” wants to give its main character 
notes other than “heroic assassin haunted by her dark 
past,’ but it never manages to make her more interesting 
than that. The characters here are more grounded than 
in the rest of the MCU, so the action sequences, while 
fine, aren’t unique or memorable. And I’m sorry, but the 
backtracking in chronology is a constant reminder that 
Marvel didn’t see a need to give us a well-considered 
Black Widow movie at the appropriate time (and the 
one-year delay didn’t help). 

This movie isn’t going to turn anybody away from 
the MCU, but the franchise has, and hopefully will con- 
tinue to have, many better entries. 


Grade: C 

“Black Widow” is playing in theaters and available 
for streaming on Disney+. The film is rated PG-13 for 
intense sequences of violence/action, some language 


and thematic material. Its running time is 133 minutes. 


Contact Bob Garver at rrg251 @nyu.edu. 


MOVIE REVIEW 


Triple feature: The ‘hits just keep on coming 


By Bob Garver 


“The Hitman’s Wife’s Bodyguard,” 
arecent No. | weekend movie, was a co- 
lossal waste of my time. 

In the interest of not wasting too 
much of your time with my complain- 
ing, P’ve decided to chop down that 
review and offer two alternatives that 
are much more deserving of your time, 
though they will never get a weekend to 
call their own. With that in mind, I'll get 
the big dud out of the way first... 


“The Hitman’s Wife’s Bodyguard” 


This movie is a poor excuse to have 
Ryan Reynolds, Samuel L. Jackson, and 
Salma Hayek cursing at each other for 99 
minutes. That might sound like fun given 
the talent involved, but trust me, it gets 
old fast. 

Reynolds is especially grating as a 
wannabe bodyguard who’s not particu- 
larly good at anything. In 2017’s “The 
Hitman’s Bodyguard,’ he was at least 
competent enough to be a decent body- 
guard except for when he was getting 
foiled by Jackson’s hitman. Here it’s 
hard to see why he was ever allowed to 
be a bodyguard in the first place. 

The whole thing is set against the 
backdrop of an action movie so hacky 
it’s on par with those direct-to-VOD 
movies I was reviewing when theaters 
were closed last summer. These actors 
could have been doing much better proj- 
ects, and I weep for what we might have 
had instead of this dreck. 


Grade: D 


Rated R for strong bloody violence 
throughout, pervasive language, and 
some sexual content. Its running time is 
99 minutes. 


“Peter Rabbit 2: The Runaway” 


I watched 2018’s “Peter Rabbit” in 
preparation for this sequel, and I’m glad 
I did. Both movies have a nice twisted 
sense of humor, which isn’t to say that 
they’re so cynical that they’re obnoxious. 

This movie sees Peter (James Cord- 
en) and his family turned into storybook 
characters by their adoptive human par- 
ents (Rose Byrne and Domhnall Glee- 
son). Peter likes his newfound celebrity 
until he learns that he’s seen as a bully 
and a villain. This makes him want to 


Share the joy of your new arrival with a birth announcement! 


To place an announcement: 
Email: elinscott@turley.com 


The Journal Register 


www. jou Iirnalt 


ditch his new life entirely and pull food 
heists along his late father’s old thiev- 
ing crew. But if he’s turning to a life of 
crime, doesn’t that make him the bad 
seed that everyone thinks he is? 

Peter’s identity crisis isn’t particu- 
larly compelling (the need to learn a les- 
son is overpowering), but the movie hits 
the right notes in the humor and sweet- 
ness departments. 

Kids finally have a decent movie 
to see in theaters besides “Raya and the 
Last Dragon.” 


Grade: B 


Rated PG for some rude humor and 
action. Its running time is 99 minutes. 


“Cruella” 

In the tradition of “Maleficent” 
comes Disney’s latest re-contextualiza- 
tion of a classic villain. How did mis- 
chievous-but-well-meaning street urchin 
Estella (Emma Stone) become the crazed 
fashion mogul Cruella de Vil, a character 
so contemptible she wanted to turn 101 
Dalmatians into fur coats? 

The answer is she doesn’t. Disney 
would never let a protagonist become 
that unlikeable, so the movie presents an 
all-around nicer version of the character 
that happens to look kind of like Cruella 
and say “darling” like Cruella, but isn’t 
really Cruella. But all is not lost. While 
this movie fails as a Cruella origin story, 
it’s actually pretty good as a con artist 
movie. 

Cruella is out to unseat The Baron- 
ess (Emma Thompson) as the head of the 
London fashion world. She and her co- 
horts Jasper (Joel Fry) and Horace (Paul 
Walter Hauser, a great under-the-radar 
talent) and their loyal dogs pull all sorts 
of fun pranks and heists in the name of 
getting Cruella ahead. The movie is a de- 
light until it gets bogged down in expo- 
sition that I suppose was inevitable. But 
the movie is still filled with well-attend- 
ed costumes, sets, and gags, so I give it a 
recommendation. 


Grade: B- 


Rated PG-13 for some violence and 
thematic elements (though I can’t think 
of anything in this movie that warrants a 
PG-13 rating instead of PG). Its running 
time is 134 minutes. 


Contact Bob Garver at rrg251 @nyu.edu 


Share the love with a wedding or engagement announcement! 


To place an announcement: ; 
Email elinscott @turley.com : 
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Call for art celebrating 
recovery from substance abuse 


WARE -— The Ware Regional Re- 
covery Center has put out a call to art- 
ists to submit art that brings awareness 
to celebrating recovery for September, 
which is Recovery Awareness Month. 
They are partnering with the ArtWorks 
Gallery, at 69 Main St. 

Individuals who are in recovery 
from substance use face many challeng- 
es, as do their families and other loved 
ones. It is hard work and well worth it. 

All media and skill levels welcome. 
There is no cost to enter the exhibit, and 


tries and no larger than 16 inches by 20 
inches, and must be wired to hang on the 
wall. Three-dimensional entries should 
be no larger than 20 inches. 

Entries must be received by Aug. 
13, and selections for the exhibit will 
be announced on Aug. 20. Selected art- 
work will be dropped off between Aug. 
27 to Aug. 29. 

There will be an artists’ reception 
on Sunday, Sept. 12, from 3 to 5 p.m. 

A downloadable entry form can 
be found at www.Facebook.com/War- 
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there will 25% commission by the gal- eRRC. 


lery on any sales. Two-dimensional en- 
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Second Chance reduces spays and neuters 


to offer other veterinary care 


EAST BROOKFIELD - The effects of 
the pandemic have created a perfect storm, 
this time on land. As COVID-19 took hold 
here in Massachusetts, residents took advan- 
tage of all the extra time at home to welcome 
a pet into their family. 

While many veterinary practices were 
forced to reduce services or temporarily 
close, veterinary staff in vet hospitals deter- 
mined to be there for pets embraced a new 
curbside procedure and quietly became the 
essential workers for pets across the state. 
Those that could worked long hours to see all 
the pets who needed help immediately and 
had nowhere else to turn. They were there for 
the pets that needed them, but it’s taken a toll 
on their spirit. 

The country was already facing a vet- 
erinarian and vet tech shortage before the 
pandemic. Now we have more pets that need 
care and veterinary hospitals and practices 
are seeing their staff numbers dwindle due 
to burnout. Current wait times at some local 
emergency hospitals are lengthy while some 
other emergency hospitals have decided to 
temporarily or permanently close. 

Second Chance Animal Services, no 
strangers to saving pet lives, are meeting the 
crisis head on with an ironic solution. The 
nonprofit announced this week that they are 
significantly reducing capacity of their low- 
cost spay and neuter program at their North 
Brookfield Community Veterinary Hospital 
for the foreseeable future to help save the 


Offer for new customers only. Subject to Rover.com terms. 


Courtesy photo 
Cassie is just one of the many pets who turned 
to Second Chance for life-saving surgery. 


lives of pets in critical need. 

“Our colleagues at area emergency vet- 
erinary hospitals tell us they are doing their 
best to keep up with demand, but they are 
strained and operating beyond capacity,” 
says Second Chance COO of Hospitals 
Amanda Normandin. “The situation is dire. 
Wait times often exceed 12 hours at some fa- 
cilities and others have made the decision to 
close for the remainder of the summer.” 

Second Chance has significantly reduced 
the capacity of their low-cost spay and neu- 
ter program to do their part to help. Norman- 
din ex- 
plains 


Need a I@ving 
pet sitter? 
I can help! 


“Day after day, pet owners are bringing pets 
to us in critical need of emergency surgical 
care. Without our help, these pets would die, 
suffer needlessly, or be put to sleep because 
surgery cannot be scheduled in time to save 
the pet. We could not let this happen. We 
need to help as many pets as we can.” 

Second Chance is asking for the pa- 
tience and understanding of pet owners 
whose spays or neuters may be cancelled, 
and of all the pet owners still waiting to be 
scheduled. Second Chance has been work- 
ing to alleviate the backlog of pets waiting 
which began in March of 2020 when spay 
and neuter services were suspended to con- 
serve critical supplies that were then hard to 
acquire. “Our spay and neuter capacity is not 
only back to pre-pandemic levels, but higher 
than pre pandemic,” she said. 

Normandin encourages pet owners to 
consider using the spay and neuter services 
at Second Chance’s Springfield or Worcester 
hospitals. “We do not know when we will be 
able to fully resume our complete schedule 
of low-cost spay and neuter services at our 
North Brookfield hospital.” She said Second 
Chance will be opening a new vet hospital in 
Southbridge later this year which will help. 

“Second Chance wants to be sure that 
there is surgical space to help as many 
pets in immediate urgent need as we can,” 
said Second Chance CEO Sheryl Blancato. 
“Spay and neuter surgery is important, but 
life-threatening critical needs must come 
first. Second Chance needs to be here for 
those pets who need urgent surgeries.” 
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Sizzling Summer Auto Special _ 


THESE HOT RATES WON'T LAST! 


ACT NOW! 


New & Used Auto Loan Rates as Low as... 


1.999% 
wm 2 490%* 


*APR: Annual Percentage Rate based on $10,000.00 loan amount, 3-year term. 


Restrictions apply. 


Existing LUSO vehicle loans are excluded from current special rate offer promotion. 


This special rate offer cannot be combined with any other rate discount offer. 


Offer valid through September 6, 2021. 


APPLY NOW: 


VISIT WWW.LUSOFEDERAL.COM 


Scan the QR Code with your 
mobile device to check our 


auto rates or apply online. 
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599 East Street, Ludlow | One Crane Park, Suite 4, Wilbraham 
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